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stallercenter.com   
(631) 632-ARTS [2787] @stallercenterFollow

2023-24 STALLER CENTER MAJOR SPONSORS

2023-24 MEDIA SPONSORS

Long Island’s Best Variety

2023-24 HOSPITALITY & COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Corporate & Community partners  
help drive the arts 

Find out more information on how you can become a  
Corporate or Community Partner.  
Call (631) 632-7232 or go to stallercenter.com/support 

SUPPORT THE ARTS 
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1 All offers subject to credit approval. To receive Reward Points, Member must have an Island Checking Account, Debit Mastercard and enroll in the 
uChoose Rewards Program at www.uChooseRewards.com. Points will be awarded for purchases at the beginning of each month. 2Available for 
Island Members. Membership eligibility applies.

Why settle for just Free Checking? 
Switch to...

Earn Cash Rewards 
with the Island Debit Mastercard®1 
that pays you back!

•  No Monthly Fees  
or Minimums

•  115,000+ Fee-Free  
ATMs2 worldwide 

•  Get Cash Back Rewards 
every time you swipe your card!

CHECKING
CASH     BACKCASH     BACK

You can bank on the Power of IF

TO OPEN AN ACCOUNT,  
visit an Island branch or go to 
 islandfcu.com/CashBackChecking

Federally insured by NCUA

Bellmore / Brooklyn / East Setauket / Hauppauge / Hicksville / Massapequa / Riverhead / Sayville / Selden / Stony Brook University

Presenting Sponsor of the 29th Annual Stony Brook Film Festival

2023_06_StallerCtr_Playbill_AD.indd   12023_06_StallerCtr_Playbill_AD.indd   1 6/20/23   3:14 PM6/20/23   3:14 PM



WWW.CMMLLP.COM 631-738-9100 

OUR RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE 
IS EVIDENT IN ALL WE DO. 

Appeals | Cannabis | Construction | Corporate | Cybersecurity 

Environmental & Land Use | Labor & Employment 

Liability Insurance & Coverage | Litigation | Mergers & Acquisitions 

Municipal Liability | Personal Injury | Real Estate | Trusts & Estates

LEADING THE WAY FOR  
LONG ISLAND BUSINESSES

Recognized by FORBES as a Top Corporate Law Firm in America
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CONNECT WITH THE  
 COMMUNITY 

FOR  EXCLUSIVE OFFERS & MORE...

TEXT “ALL ARTS”  
AT “20366”  
TO SIGN-UP
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Proud sponsor of the
Staller Center for the
Arts Fall 2023 Season

ADVERTISE
ON TV AND
ONLINE. 
ANY SCREEN, ANY TIME, ANYWHERE.
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bringing you a sense of calmness  
like the ocean view set before you...

book your room now.

631.928.5200 ext 0  |  25 East Broadway, Port Jefferson  |  Danfords.com

bringing you a sense of calmness  
like the ocean view set before you...

book your room now.

631.928.5200 ext 0  |  25 East Broadway, Port Jefferson  |  Danfords.com











FLOURISH WITH US...

S U F F O L K  C O U N T Y
FILM COMMISSION

suffolkcounty!lmcommission.com

SCAN 
HERE 
FOR 
MORE 
INFO
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2023-24 STONY BROOK FILM FESTIVAL SPONSORS

@stallercenterFollowFor all updates on the Stony Brook Film Festival

The Best In New & Independent Film

stonybrookfilmfestival.com  

STALLER CENTER FOR THE ARTS 29TH ANNUAL 

July 18-27, 2024   
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Staller Center for the Arts 
First floor 
 
Gallery Hours: Mon-Fri 12-4pm 
Also open evenings of most  
Staller Center season  
performances and films. 
Admission is free. 
 
For additional hours, information  
and events, please visit 
http://ZuccaireGallery.stonybrook.edu 
 
The 2023-2024 Paul W. Zuccaire 
Gallery exhibition schedule is 
supported by a generous grant from 
the Paul W. Zuccaire Foundation. 

Diana Zhu, Hand Me Down, video still, 
MFA Thesis Exhibition 

R E C E P T I O N S  |  A R T I S T  T A L K S  |  S A L O N S  |  A R T  C R A W L S

SPRING 2024 EXHIBITION SCHEDULE 
 
Through February 22 
Faculty Exhibition 
Presenting over 30 artworks by Stony Brook 
University's acclaimed Art Department 
studio art faculty 
 
March 9 - April 13 
MFA Thesis Exhibition 
Master of Fine Arts graduate students 
present their culminating exhibition 
 
April 25 - May 16 
Senior Show and URECA 
Undergraduate students showcase their 
creativity in painting, drawing, printmaking, 
sculpture, video and digital art

ZUC GALL PB24 r1.qxp_layout  12/20/23  9:40 AM  Page 1



stallercenter.com  (631) 632-ARTS [2787] @stallercenterFollow

ON THE STALLER CENTER 40 FOOT SCREEN

1/28/2024       12:55pm     Carmen  
3/10/24            12:00pm     La Forza Del Destino 
4/7/24              12:55pm     Roméo et Juliette 
4/21/24            12:55pm     La Rondine 
5/18/24            12:55pm     Madama Butter!y 

These are all Encore Performances unless otherwise denoted.  stallercenter.com/HD 
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STONY BROOK OPERA
2023–2024 CONCERT SCHEDULE

Stony Brook University/SUNY is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 23070014

Friday, November 10, 2023, 7 pm
Saturday, November 11, 2023, 7 pm
Chamber Opera
Join Stony Brook Opera for its fall 
chamber opera production of George 
Frideric Handel’s Il Trionfo del Tempo 
e del Disinganno featuring the Stony 
Brook Baroque Players.

Sunday, February 18, 2024, 3 pm
Opera Scenes
A gala program of scenes from 
beloved and traditional operas with 
projected titles in English; semi-
staged with piano accompaniment. 
Conducted by Daniel Beckwith and 
directed by Brenda Harris.

Saturday, April 27, 2024, 7 pm
Sunday April 28, 2024, 3 pm
The Marriage of Figaro
Staller Center Main Stage
Tickets: $25, $20 (seniors), $10 (students)
Stony Brook Opera is thrilled to 
present Mozart’s rambunctious romp 
The Marriage of Figaro, K. 492. Hilarity, 
mistaken identity, intrigue, politics 
and infidelity — this masterpiece has 
it all! With Mozart’s brilliant music 
and Lorenzo Da Ponte’s witty text, 
this opera is always a crowd pleaser.

The Stony Brook Opera features graduate students in voice, many of whom 
have already established professional singing careers. The three-year 

repertoire cycle includes one Baroque opera, one contemporary opera and a 
standard work, all staged or semi-staged at the Staller Center for the Arts.

Tickets: Admission is free unless otherwise noted. 
All concerts are in the Staller Center Recital Hall unless specified.



STONY BROOK 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Saturday, October 7, 2023
Jessie Montgomery, Starburst
Nielsen, Clarinet Concerto, Op. 57
Bartók, Concerto for Orchestra, Sz. 116 
Featuring clarinetist Guilherme Batalha; 
conducted by Eduardo Leandro

Saturday, November 4, 2023
Coleridge-Taylor, Ballade in A minor
Spohr, Clarinet Concerto No. 1
Shostakovich, Symphony No. 9 
Featuring clarinetist Chao-Chih 
George Chen and conducted by 
Anthony Parnther

Saturday, December 2, 2023
Coleridge-Taylor, A Christmas Overture
Mozart, Piano Concerto in F major, K. 459
De Falla, Suite from “The Three-
Cornered Hat”
Featuring pianist Gilbert Kalish; 
conducted by Alan R. Kay

Saturday, February 17, 2024
Shostakovich, Piano Concerto No. 2
Bruckner, Symphony No. 4
Featuring pianist Katherine Miller; 
conducted by Jens Georg Bachmann 

Saturday, March 23, 2024
Helen Grime, Near Midnight
Bartók, Viola Concerto
Brahms, Symphony No. 2
Featuring violist SoHui Yun; 
conducted by Paul Watkins

2023–2024 CONCERT SCHEDULE

Stony Brook University/SUNY is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 23070013

The Stony Brook Symphony Orchestra is composed of outstanding musicians from 
all over the world pursuing advanced studies in the graduate school of the 

Department of Music with renowned performance faculty.

STALLER CENTER MAIN STAGE, 8 pm
Tickets: $25/$20 seniors (62+)/$10 students



@stallercenterFollow

SCAN HERE to view 
our digital program 
& Friends listing, or visit: 
stallercenter.com/program

Access our program 

This season, we are providing  
half of our programs digitally. 

By doing that, we’re saving over  
125,000 pages of paper.

STALLER CENTER FOR THE ARTS
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II

SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2024 AT 8:00 PM

An Evening with 
LESLIE ODOM, JR.

Gala    2024

stallercenter.com  (631) 632-ARTS [2787] @stallercenterFollow
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THE EMERSON  LEGACY SERIES

PRESENTS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2024
FEATURING 

 EUGENE DRUCKER & LAWRENCE DUTTON
AND STUDENTS OF THE EMERSON STRING QUARTET INSTITUTE

PROGRAM

BARTÓK   Selections from 44 Duos for Two Violins 
   No. 23: The Bride’s Lament
   No. 36: Bagpipes
   No. 37: Prelude and Canon
   No. 28: Sadness
   No. 38: Romanian Whirling Dance
   No. 44: Ardeliana
   
   Eugene Drucker, Violin 
   Grace Collins, Violin

DVOŘÁK	   Terzetto in C major, Opus 74
   Introduction: Allegro ma non troppo
   Larghetto
   Scherzo: Vivace
   Tema con Variazioni: Poo Adagio; Molto Allegro

   Eugene Drucker and Rachel Zhao, Violins 
   Brian Anderson, Viola

MOZART   Quintet in G minor, K. 516 
   Allegro
   Menuetto: Allegretto
   Adagio ma non troppo
   Adagio; Allegro
  
   Heejeon Ahn and Delphine Skene, Violins 
   Lawrence Dutton and August DuBeau, Violas 
   Zhihao Wu, Cello

-INTERMISSION-

MENDELSSOHN	 	 String	Octet	in	E-flat	major,	Op.	20 
   Allegro moderato

    With Eugene Drucker, Ruoying Pan, Jaeyoun Hwang,
	 	 	 	 and	Sofiya	Levchenko,	Violins;	 
	 	 	 	 Lawrence	Dutton	and	Kevonna	Shuford,	Violas;
    Weiting Sun and Lindsey Choung, Cellos 

   Adante 
   Scherzo: Allegro leggierissimo
   Presto
    With Eugene Drucker, Chieh-An Yu, Tong Chen,  
    and Hudson Chung, Violins
    Lawrence Dutton and Rachel Haber, Violas 
    Sameer Apte and William Taylor, Cellos



EMERSON
L E G A C Y
S E R I E S
 
Having recently disbanded as a 
performing entity, my colleagues 
and I continue to work together 
as Quartet-in-Residence at Stony 
Brook University, where one of 
our main responsibilities is the 
direction of the Emerson String 
Quartet Institute. For the past 
several years, we’ve monitored the 
progress of student ensembles 
— some previously formed 
and others that come together 
specifically for our program — in 
an intensive 2-year course of 
study that surveys the great string 
quartet literature of the 18th, 19th 
and 20th centuries. Six excellent 
groups have frequent coaching 
sessions from the four of us plus 
our longtime former cellist, David 
Finckel, and are given opportunities 
to perform under close supervision 
at the end of each semester. 

From this pool of talented young 
players we’ve chosen almost 20 
to participate alongside Lawrence 
Dutton and myself in tonight’s 
program, the first of a new 
“Emerson Legacy” series at the 
Staller Center. We hope you will 
share our excitement as we launch 
this continuation of the series that 

has sustained us in our Long Island 
home for the past two decades.

-Eugene	Drucker,	on	behalf	of	the	
Emerson String Quartet

EUGENE DRUCKER       
Violinist Eugene Drucker, a 
founding member of the multiple 
Grammy Award-winning Emerson
String Quartet, is also a soloist. He 
has appeared with the orchestras 
of Montreal, Brussels, Antwerp, 
Liège, Hartford, Richmond, 
Louisville, and Jerusalem, as well 
as with the American Symphony 
Orchestra, the Aspen Chamber 
Symphony and the Las Vegas 
Philharmonic. A graduate of 
Columbia University and the 
Juilliard School, where he studied 
with Oscar Shumsky, Mr. Drucker 
was concertmaster of the Juilliard 
Orchestra, with which he appeared 
as soloist several times. He made 
his New York debut as a Concert 
Artists Guild winner in the fall of 
1976, after having won prizes at 
the Montreal Competition and the 
Queen Elisabeth Competition in
Brussels. 

ABOUT



Mr. Drucker has recorded the 
complete unaccompanied works 
of Bach, reissued by Parnassus 
Records, and the complete sonatas 
and duos of Bartók for Biddulph 
Recordings.

His first novel, The	Savior, was 
published by Simon &Schuster in 
2007 and later appeared in a
German translation called 
Wintersonate. A second novel, 
Yearning, was published in 2021.

Mr. Drucker’s suite for string 
quartet, Series	of	Twelve, was 
commissioned by the New Music 
for Strings Festival in Denmark. It 
was premiered in Copenhagen and 
Reykjavik in August 2018 and
was later performed by the Escher 
Quartet in the U.S. He has also 
composed several settings of
poetry by Shakespeare and Denise 
Levertov for voice and strings.

Eugene Drucker has taught at 
Stony Brook University since 2002, 
and recently joined the faculty
of the Manhattan School of Music. 
He became Music Director of the 
Berkshire Bach Society’s
“Bach at New Year’s” Concerts in 
2017, and was appointed year-
round Artistic Director for that
organization in 2024.

He lives in New York City with his 
wife, cellist Roberta Cooper.

Violins: Antonius Stradivarius 
(Cremona, 1686), Ryan Soltis 
(Moyie Springs, Idaho, 2015)

LAWRENCE DUTTON  
Lawrence Dutton, violist of the 
9 time Grammy award winning 
Emerson String Quartet, has 
collaborated with many of the 
world’s great performing artists, 
including Isaac Stern, Mstislav 
Rostropovich, Oscar Shumsky, 
Leon Fleisher, Sir Paul McCartney, 
Renee Fleming, Sir James Galway, 
Andre Previn, Menahem Pressler, 
Walter Trampler, Rudolf Firkusny, 
Emanuel Ax, Yefim Bronfman, Lynn 
Harrell, Evgeny Kissin, Joseph 
Kalichstein, Misha Dichter, Jan 
DeGaetani, Edgar Meyer, and 
Joshua Bell among others. 

He has also performed as guest 
artist with numerous string 
quartets such as the Juilliard, 
Guarneri, Pacifica, Escher and 
the Quartetto Di Cremona. In 
addition he has also performed 
as guest artist with several piano 
trios including the Beaux Arts, 
Kalichstein-Laredo-Robinson and 
Eroica. 

Since 2001, Mr. Dutton has been 
the Artistic Director of the Hoch 



Chamber Music Series, presenting 
three concerts at Concordia 
College in Bronxville, NY. He has 
been featured on three albums with 
the Grammy winning jazz bassist 
John Patitucci on the Concord 
Jazz label and with the Beaux Arts 
Trio recorded the Shostakovich	
Piano Quintet, Op. 57, and the 
Fauré G minor Piano Quartet, Op. 
45, on the Philips label. His Aspen 
Music Festival recording with Jan 
DeGaetani for Bridge records was 
nominated for a Grammy award. 

Mr. Dutton has appeared as 
soloist with many American and 
European orchestras including 
those of Germany, Belgium, New 
York, California, New Jersey, 
Connecticut, Colorado, and 
Virginia, among others. He has 
also appeared as guest artist at 
the music festivals of Aspen, Santa 
Fe, Ravinia, La Jolla, the Heifetz 
Institute, the Great Mountains 
Festival in Korea, Chamber Music 
Northwest, the Rome Chamber 
Music Festival and the Great 
Lakes Festival. With the late Isaac 
Stern he had collaborated in the 
International Chamber Music 
Encounters both at Carnegie Hall 
and in Jerusalem.  

Currently Mr. Dutton is 
Distinguished Professor of Viola 
and Chamber Music at Stony 
Brook University in New York 
and Distinguished Artist at the 
Robert McDuffie Center for Strings 
at Mercer University in Macon, 
Georgia. 

He began violin studies with 
Margaret Pardee and on viola 
with Francis Tursi at the Eastman 

School. Mr. Dutton earned his 
Bachelors and Masters degrees 
at the Juilliard School, where he 
studied with Lillian Fuchs and has 
received Honorary Doctorates 
from Middlebury College in 
Vermont, The College of Wooster 
in Ohio, Bard College in New York 
and The Hartt School of Music in 
Connecticut. 

He and the other members of the 
Emerson Quartet were presented 
the 2015 Richard J. Bogomolny 
National Service Award from 
Chamber Music America and 
were recipients of the Avery 
Fisher Award in 2004. They were 
also inducted into the American 
Classical Music Hall of Fame in 
2010 and were Musical America’s 
Ensemble of the Year for 2000.

Mr. Dutton exclusively uses 
Thomastik Spirocore strings and 
his Viola is a Samuel Zygmuntowicz 
(Brooklyn, NY 2003).

Béla Bartók — Selections from 
44	Duos	for	2	Violins,	Sz.	98																											

The composer Béla Bartók 
(1881–1945) spent much of 
his career traveling across his 
native Hungary and throughout 
eastern Europe to study the 
folk music traditions he heard 
in the countryside. Bartók 
incorporated these melodies 
and their overall style into his 
own compositions, including 
the 44	Duos	for	Two	Violins	(Sz.	

PROGRAM NOTES



98). This collection of miniature 
duets was a response to the 
German violinist and pedagogue 
Erich Doflein’s request for 
music for his students that 
would be both appropriate 
for the beginning violinist 
and artistically rewarding—a 
challenging task for the 
composer. In tailoring the duos 
to young violinists, Bartók pared 
his musical vocabulary to the 
absolute essentials. Each note 
carries meaning, resulting in 
a deliberate and clear sound. 
Almost all of the duets directly 
incorporate actual folk melodies 
that Bartók recorded in his 
fieldwork. 

Duet No. 23, “The 
Bride’s Lament 
(Mennyasszonybúcsútató),” 
opens this evening’s concert 
with parlando eighth notes, 
a technique in which the 
performer adopts a “speaking” 
character, as though singing 
an improvised melody in free 
rhythm. The accompanying 
violin part rubs against the 
winding melody with harsh, 
unrelenting dissonances, 
creating a friction that, at the 
end of the piece, does not 
resolve, but simply… stops.
No. 36, “Bagpipes (Szól	A	Duda),” 
is one of only two duos in the set 
not derived from an actual folk 
melody. Bartók’s jaunty original 
melody flutters and swirls over 
a vigorous, steadily oscillating 
accompaniment reminiscent 
of the duda, or traditional 

Hungarian bagpipe. 

In No. 37, “Prelude and Canon,” 
Bartók employs a two-part 
musical structure made famous 
centuries before by J.S. Bach. 
The opening “Prelude” follows 
a simple yet distinctive melody 
through various polytonal 
landscapes. The subsequent 
“Canon” places that same 
tune in a musical puzzle as the 
second violin replicates the 
exact contours of the first’s 
melody, following behind at the 
distance of one beat, and the 
two parts interlock in elaborate 
counterpoint.

The five-note motif which 
opens No. 28, “Sadness 
(Bánkódás),”and Bartók’s 
subsequent treatment of 
it, signals the influence of 
contemporary atonal music. 
As this duet unfolds, Bartók 
fractures and recombines these 
five notes in a solemn triple-
meter dance. 

In the Forgatós, a Romanian 
couple’s dance, two dancers put 
on an elaborate display of both 
synchronized and independent 
spins. Likewise, the two violins 
whirl around each other in No. 
38, a cheerful and aptly titled 
“Romanian Whirling Dance.”

The final duo of Bartók’s set, 
“Ardeliana,” sets a dramatic and 
lively Transylvanian melody. 
The two violins play as if to 
outdo each other, resulting in 



a fiery display of virtuosity and 
showmanship.

Antonín	Dvořák	—	Terzetto,	
Op. 74                                                                   

Czech composer and violist 
Antonín Dvořák (1841–1904) 
composed his Terzetto (Op. 74) 
in just a few days in January of 
1887. The work owes its unusual 
instrumentation—two violins 
and viola—to Dvořák’s intended 
audience. Planning to play the 
viola part himself, he wrote the 
work for violinists Jan Pelikán, a 
member of the National Theatre 
Orchestra in Prague, and Josef 
Kruis, who was renting a room 
in the Dvořák family house 
and taking violin lessons with 
Pelikán. 

The first movement of the 
Terzetto functions as an 
introduction to the latter three. 
It opens with a tender melody 
in C major for the first violin, 
marked espressivo, interrupted 
by a flurry of energetic runs 
that cascade through the three 
parts. The central section of 
the introduction develops this 
sixteenth-note passage work 
in a minor key before the lyrical 
opening theme returns to round 
out the introduction. 

The second movement, 
Larghetto, also employs a 
three-part form. The opening 
section is like a lullaby, with 
gently rolling triplet rhythms 
throughout the three parts. As 
the constant motion of these 
triplet figures winds down, a 

surge of energy strikes: again, 
the central section is more 
agitated. Militaristic dotted 
rhythms dominate the texture, 
with a hint of characteristically 
Dvořákian melancholy.

The third movement consists 
of a mischievous Scherzo and 
romantic Trio, again arranged in 
a ternary form. Dvořák explores 
the timbral and textural 
capabilities of his unusual 
ensemble in the galloping 
Scherzo: rustic double-stops 
(playing two strings at once), 
strummed pizzicato chords, and 
even sul ponticello (bowed at 
the bridge, creating a metallic 
sound) all work together to 
evoke a folk style. Slightly 
slower, the Trio is an elegant 
waltz. Dvořák pairs the violins in 
a melodic duet, while the viola 
responds to their gestures with 
arpeggios.

The Terzetto’s finale begins 
with a stately theme before 
proceeding through a series 
of ten variations. Unlike its 
Classical model (exemplified 
by Mozart’s famous set of 
variations on the French 
folk song “Ah, vous dirai-je, 
Maman”), Dvořák’s approach 
to the Theme and Variations 
form lacks clear demarcations. 
Rather, each successive 
variation acts as a smooth 
transition between the ones 
that precede and follow it. 
The result is an incremental 
evolution of the original theme, 
scarcely noticeable until the 
tune returns in its original guise 



near the end of the movement 
to usher in a bombastic 
conclusion.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart — 
Quintet in G minor, K. 516                            

Perhaps the most well-known 
composer in western music 
history, Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart (1756–1791) is famous 
for refining the Classical style 
of composition to what is 
now seen as its pinnacle. In 
his thirty-five years, Mozart 
composed prolifically, beginning 
with a 10-measure tune for 
solo piano when he was just 
five years old and ending with 
a monumental Requiem mass 
left incomplete at the time of 
his death. Mozart’s operas, 
symphonies, and chamber 
works remain some of the most 
popular and valued works in the 
classical canon.

Mozart wrote his G minor 
quintet in 1787, just a few 
weeks before the death of his 
father, Leopold Mozart, who 
had educated Wolfgang and his 
sister, Anna Maria, in music and 
administered their early careers 
as child prodigies. Although 
he knew his father had fallen 
seriously ill, Mozart was unable 
to spare the time or expenses 
to travel home to Salzburg from 
Vienna. It is in the context of the 
agonizing helplessness of these 
few weeks that the Quintet in G 
minor must be understood. 

 The first movement is, 
structurally, an archetypal 

sonata-allegro form, revolving 
around two main themes which 
both begin in the key of G minor. 
In minor-key sonata forms, 
composers have the option to 
conclude with a modulation to a 
triumphant major key; Mozart, 
however, follows the darkness 
of G minor through to the end as 
the opening theme returns once 
more, as if stuck on a loop. 

The second movement’s 
Minuet—generically a 
lighthearted dance—is 
uncharacteristically stormy, 
an angsty melody filled with 
dramatic outbursts. Mozart 
highlights the turbulence of 
the Minuet by juxtaposing 
with a bittersweet Trio in the 
parallel key of G major. The 
third movement, Adagio ma 
non troppo, begins with a 
solemn tune played in chorale-
style rhythmic unison by the 
entire ensemble. Mournful and 
meditative, the Adagio ebbs and 
flows with a simmering intensity 
until its wistful conclusion in 
E-flat major.

Felix Mendelssohn — String 
Octet	in	E-flat	major,	Op.	20																																											

Written when the composer 
was just sixteen years old, 
Felix Mendelssohn’s Octet in 
E-flat major already displays 
all the vivacity, clarity, and 
popular success of his mature 
style, familiar from works 
such as the incidental music 
to A	Midsummer	Night’s	Dream 
(including the famous Wedding 
March) and Violin Concerto in 



E minor. Along with his older 
sister Fanny, a highly regarded 
composer in her own right, 
Mendelssohn (1809–1847) 
was a child prodigy, writing 
thirteen string symphonies 
in his early teenage years. 
Working as a composer, pianist, 
and conductor, Mendelssohn’s 
successful career took him 
throughout western Europe, 
and he famously revived public 
interest in the music of the 
Baroque composer Johann 
Sebastian Bach, whose influence 
can be heard in the intricate 
counterpoint of Mendelssohn’s 
string octet.

In the Octet, Mendelssohn 
created an entirely new 
chamber instrumentation 
by superimposing two string 
quartets (resulting in an 
integrated ensemble of four 
violins, two violas, and two 
cellos) capable of traversing 
new frontiers of timbral depth 
and textural complexity. From 
the start, Mendelssohn takes 
full advantage of the lush 
sounds of the octet as a violin 
melody soars over an undulating 
accompaniment built with 
interlocking layers in the other 
seven instruments. Following 
an extended sonata form, the 
first movement dramatically 
incorporates a full spectrum 
of moods ranging from grim to 
incandescent. 

The second movement, 
Andante, percolates 
continuously through a 
foundation of triplet rhythms. 

Although sulking at first, the 
movement explodes into a 
striking central section full of 
pointed gestures. Mendelssohn 
inventively employs various 
combinations of instruments 
in the movement’s heartfelt 
conclusion. 

The capricious Scherzo is a 
rondo, repeating a fiery main 
theme in alternation with 
contrasting sections. The fierce 
motive—first heard in the 
violin—passes throughout the 
octet in a dizzying display of 
virtuosity. The finale, though, 
is even more dazzling, with 
dramatic unison passages, 
thrilling and highly technical 
runs, and effusive lyricism. 
Throughout the movement, 
listen for the quotations of 
Handel’s instantly recognizable 
“Hallelujah Chorus” from The 
Messiah (“...and He shall reign 
forever and ever…”), treated 
by Mendelssohn in magisterial 
counterpoint.

Program Notes by Hannah 
Waterman



2023-2024 Season

MAJOR/MEDIA/
COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Altice Media Solutions
Michael Ardolino - Team Ardolino
           Realty Connect USA
Campolo, Middleton &
           McCormick, LLP
Danfords Hotel & Marina
Friends of Staller
Greater Long Island Media Group
Hilton Garden Inn-Stony Brook
Island Federal
Jefferson’s Ferry
JVC Broadcasting
News12
Newsday
Simons Foundation
Stony Brook Medicine
Suffolk County
Times Beacon Record
WLIW-21 / WNET New York Public Media
WSHU Public Radio
Paul W. Zuccaire Foundation

VISIONARY | $10,000+ 

Kavita & Lalit Bahl
Frances Brisbane
Irina Gulina & Sergey Butkevich
Kathleen de Riesthal
Pamela Hurst-Della Pietra  
           & Stephen Della Pietra
Miki & David Donoho
Henry & Marsha Laufer
Marcia & Mario Montoya
Jean Scarrow
Laurie & Ken Shroyer
Cary & Marisela Staller
Kim Staller & Joseph Macari
 
SUSTAINERS | $5,000+

Rachel Bergeson & Brian Margolis
Michael J. Fox & Tracy Pollan
Leith Hill
Susan Niles McBride & Scott McBride
Guy & Elizabeth Miller
Dr. James Nicholson & Barbara Nepf
William Niles
Stephen & Sara Niles

Justin Niles & Lois Niles - ‘76 
            In memory of our beloved mother,  
           Joyce and Aunt Freddie
Corky Pollan
Michael Pollan & Judith Belzer
Linda & Rob Roth 
Rita Sakitt
Terry Shea 
           In memory of Tina Staller
Drs. Ken & Laurie Shroyer
Gloria & Mark Snyder 
Eric & Sietske Staller
Jan Staller & Cui Fei
Joshua D. & Jane Reid Staller
Jud & Donna Staller
Jonah & Katty Staller
Bala & Prahba Swaminathan
Liz & Bill Welsh
Jeffrey & Karen Wien 

PACESETTERS | $2,500+

Jay Bock & Mary Behling
Mary Bernero & Harvard Lyman
Evelyn Bromet
William & Alice Dawes
Dr. Patricia Dowds
Valerie Godfrey
           In Memory of Aaron W. Godfrey
Alan & Susan Inkles
Lawrence Martin
Julie McGuire & Darren Sternlieb
Linda Murray 
Gary & Lisa Olson
Dr. Iwao and Yoko Ojima
Dana Pollan & Mitchell Stern
Lori Pollan & Robert Friedman
Robert & Stephanie Porcelli 
Lori Repetti & Axel Drees
Caroline Ritter & Oscar Sloterbeck 
Dale & Marc Salzberg
Rowena Scarrow
Dr. David & Sheila Silberhartz 
Valentin Staller & Alex Kiefer
Phyllis Sterne
Michael S. Wien & Miriam Shire
Donna & Stanley Zucker
 
BENEFACTORS | $1,000+

Anonymous
Lisa Benz-Scott
Susan M. Birch & Robert Naaktgeboren
Stephanie Branta
Ellen Dank Cohen & Larry Leschen 
Beverly Connolly
Anna Marie deLeyer
Ken A. Dill & Jolanda Schreurs
Denise & John Driscoll 
Robert Dooley

OF STALLER CENTER
FRIENDS



Wendy & Paul Feinberg
Jeffrey & Margaret Fischer
Marie Gelato
Julia Giese
Fred & Suzan Goldhaber
Dr. Yusuf Hannun
           In Memory of Dr. Lina Obeid
Ora & Bruce Heath 
Jonathan & Jean Heusel 
William J. Howe
Peter & Karyn Igarashi
Elyse & Stan Jaworski
Alicia Mullaley & John Mak
Mini Kurian & James Mammen
Carol Marburger
Nancy & Dean Marshall
Laszlo & Gyongyi Mihaly
Irene S. Nugent 
Paule Pachter
Michael & Barbara Russell
Antoinette & Larry Sabatino
Mark & Mona Saidens
Michael Lockhart & Linda Sanders
Roberta Seidman & John Fleagle
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Sexton
Lisa Signorelli & Thomas McDonald 
H. Mae & Gene Sprouse
Elise Frank & George Sterman
Rita Taca
Tsirka-Frohman Family 
Bin & Mei Zhang

SUPPORTER | $500+
 
Bob & Linda Allen 
The Assentato Family
Stanko & Nicole Barle
Katherine & Bob Bayer
Gary Marker & Ann Brody
Daria Carioscia
Brooke Carroll
Philip Doesschate
Robert & Evelyn Ellinger
Joseph Emmi
Mary Ficuciello
Walter & Kathy Foley
Michael & Nancy Francis
Sarah Fuller-Lessard
Pat Galaskas
Perry Goldstein & Dawn Stonebraker
Judith Greiman & David Knishkowy
Barbara Hart 
Geng Liu & Xiaodong Huang
Dr. Diana Walker Kubik 
Larry Lipow 
Judith Lochhead
Carlos & Michelle Lopes 
Claudio & Krista Martincic
Maurer Family
Patrick & Jennifer Miller

Lewis & Karen Miller
Philip & Betsy Palmedo
Diana Podolnick 
Deborah Powell-Rosenberg
Naomi & Joel Rosenthal 
Lynn Sabatelle
Robert & Marianna Savoca 
Lisa Schneiderman
Yacov & Linda Shamash
Paul & Ann Sheridan
Dwight & Joan Stecker
Katie Stockhammer & Joseph DeSimone
Corinne Sutter 
Tsunis Gasparis LLP
Peter van Nieuwenhuizen & Marie de 
Crombrugghe 
Venise Mulé 
Joan DeRosa & Christine Wasko
Craig & Margaret Woody 

BEST FRIEND | $250+

Judith Baron Albano
Andrei Antonenko & Yunju Suh
Helen & Ralph Auriemma
Jeanette Austin & Janet Dieterich
Helen Badoyannis, Ph.D.
Jean Baker
Esther Balaguer
Anthony M. Baron
Janice Barone
Marilu Basile
Janet & Bob Baylis
Harvey B. Besunder
Pat & Tom Biancaniello
Kendra Block
Roger Dunkle & Helen Bolger
Barbara Boyle & Stephen Smith
Pete Bradley
Lauri Budnick & Gregg Mond
Kathy Cannarozzi 
Fabiola Canete Leyva 
Wade & Deborah Carden
Robert Carioscia & Robyn Grufferman
Debbie Colgan 
Bernadette Commisa
Robert & Megan Creaven
Deborah Morgan & James W. Davenport
Janine & Bruce Day
Leah & Anthony DeBiase 
Shawn Delp
Frank & Linda Derasmo
Megan & David DeSimone
Leslie Downey & Seth Mankes
Susan & Edward Ehmann
John Elias
Lee & Olga Ellis
Teresa Emerson
 in memory of Jim Emerson
Sandra & Stephen Emmerich



Owen Evans 
Dr. & Ms. Sheldon Fagen 
Doris Fehrenbach
Fite Family 
Lorraine & Marv Fischthal 
Harriet & Akbar Fishman
Richard & Candice Foley
Franco P. Frantellizzi
Jonathan Freiberger & Elise Rippe 
Douglas Futuyma
Susan & Albert Gabrielli 
Sandra Garay
Kenneth & Dana Geils 
Ramon Gilsanz
Jo-Ann & Gene Goldwasser
Dr. Lorne & Bonny Golub
Howard Gordon
Barbara & Paul Grannis
David E. Grayson 
Julie & Barry Greene
Tamara Gregorian
Annette & Arthur Grollman
Ed & Karen Gross
Irma & Sol Gurman
Barbara Lee Haegele 
Lynn Hallarman 
Marjorie Hahn
Joanne Hammer & Gerald Selya
Diana Hannan 
Lisa & Jason Haushalter 
Amy Herling/Macomea Design
Althea Hicks
Steven & Lise Hintze
Dennis & Vicki Hoffman 
Hsieh Family 
John & Judith Huberman
Arnold & Karen Jaffe
Barry Kahn & Vicki Goldfarb
Geroge J. Kaloynides M.D. 
Connie Kamen 
Linda Keegan 
Carol Kienzle
Joan & Irwin Kirtman
Ann & John Klein
Iris & Larry Kleinman 
Kolb Heating + Cooling
Sandra Krolik
Robert & Suzanne Kukta
Dina & Michael Langer
Maribel Lara & Ethan Israelson
James & Mary Lemley
Alan & Arlene Lesser
Ernest & Stacey Leuci
Lida Levine & Carl Schooley 
Micheal & Dreania LeVine 
Jeffrey Levinton & Joan Miyazaki 
Michael Licata
Adam Lindsey
Carol & Donald Lindsley
Janet & Milton Lodge 

The Lundstroms 
Kevin & Leslie Lynch
Erin Maas
Nada Makdisi 
Peter Manning
Marchand’s School of Dance
Robert & Elba Marmo
Mr. & Dr. Thomas Mattus
Joe & Lois McCarthy
Forrest & DorisAnne McMullen 
Corky McCloy, MD
Nancy & Lorne Mendell
Kayla Mendelsohn & Dan Stenzler
Carmen & Emilio Mendez
Sandy Menjivar
Harold & Marilyn Metcalf
Lois & Mario Mignone
Dr. Jan & Angela Miller 
Wayne and Krista Miller
Farah Monzur & Rasel Rana
Ken Moran 
Rosalie Mottola
Jean Mueller 
Therese Netter
Jacqueline Nicoletto
Ron & Claire Ondrovic
Deborah Ostrosky 
Marci Lobel & Louis Peña 
Debra Penna 
Mitchell & Delia Pessin 
Wendy & William Pollack
Moss & Monica Rawn 
Bill Redman
Douglas & Kristina Reedy 
Tanice Reilly
Robert Reuter & Katherine Downs-Reuter
Paul & Deborah Richman
Tracy Robinson
Myra & Alan Rosofsky 
Rosanne & Ken Rottkamp
Pranab Samanta
Kathy & Al Sapio 
Graham & Ella Scaife 
Edward & Marlene Schlosser 
Sherry & Stephen Schwartz
Lisa Scott 
Sherry Shore
Michal Simon & Anne Byrnes
Tamara Slobodkin
Wayne Snell
Rhoda Spinner
Bonnie & Peter Stephens 
Dorian Stern 
Judy & Bob Stone
Paul & Florence Sulkin 
Paul & Thelma Taub
Linda Taylor
Rabbi Joseph & Susan Remick Topek
Ellen Traiger
CriPaolo



Suzanne Velazquez
Jaynee & Richard Wall
Terri Wallace
William & Dina Weisberger
Nancy & Steve Weitzman 
Herman Werner
Richard Westhoff
Frank & Judith Wieland
Eckard & Astrid Wimmer
Monica & David Winchell
Peter Winkler & Dorothea Cook
Judith & Arnold Wishnia
Herta & Wolfgang Wulf  
Zuzana Zachar 
Marie Zidzik
 
DONOR | $125+ 
 
Maria K. Alling
Ray Anderson
Diana Arens
Robert Arrigon
Izzet Bahar
Ivet Bahar
James Barrett 
Karen Berry
Suzanne Borelli
Ethel & Richard Bronstein
Pamela Carr 
Ron Chan 
Lorraine Clarken
Barbara Curtis 
Donna Darling 
Loretta Detweiler
Sandra Gatten & Daniel Deutsch
Dr. Nadya Dimitrov 
Donald & Lorraine Dodge
David & Mary Ann Donovan
Sheila Eisinger
Edward Feldman
Leslie Fishbone & Leslie Weitzner
Rabbi Adam & Eileen Fisher
Ellen & Charles Fishman
Sharon Tuthill Fohrkolb
Joan Fortgang 
Leo Fridley and Dr. Katie Cooper
Fran & John Gandia 
Arthur Greenberg
Ms. Wesam Hassanin 
Vivek Sra & Elisa Horbatuk 
Charles Hsueh
Arlene Kaufman
Barbara Keenan 
Lucy Kenny
Steven Kibitel 
Susan Lacourse
Sybil Lefferts
Thomas & Alice Lepore
Joe Licari
Barbara & Bob Liebermann 

Linkletter Family
Jeanne Mayer
Kris & Kim McCarthy
Kimm McNeil
Rachel Nilsen 
Nathaniel W. Place
Sandra Petigrow
Anthony V. Phillips 
Jeanette Reynolds 
Talissa Rozzell-Mercado
Lynne Roth
Carol Schmidt
Dorothy Schroeder
Paul Schultz
Herbert & Cheryl Schwartz
Margaret M. Sheehan
Sandra & Jed Shivers
Carol J. Sinensky
Helene Singer
Janet & Jeff Sklar
Tom & Mary Ellen Spota
Robert Stafford
Jeryl Stark 
Bruce & Regina Stasiuk 
Ann & Jim Tigue
Nancy Tomes
Abe Trenk
Thora Wagner
Marilyn Weinberg
Cathy and Joe Wynne 
Lorenzo Vega 
Jean-Paul Vest
Ann & Charles Zehil

______________________________________

Members get discounts, waived online 
ticketing fees, premium seating, early access, 
concession discounts and so much more. 
Become a member and get more today.

Join Now!
Scan here for more 
 
 
 
 
 
 

or visit  
stallercenter.com/membership

A special acknowledgement to  Campolo, 
Middleton & McCormick, LLP for their support of 
the Staller Center’s sound technology.



Friends are partners in helping the Staller Center play its  
unique role in the cultural and artistic life of our community.  
Benefits include: 
• Ticket discounts and waived fees  
• $250 and above level Friends Members receive early ticketing access 
• Flexible and free ticketing exchanges  
 

For more information or to receive a Friends brochure please contact:  
Friends of Staller Center Office (631) 632-7232 or  
e-mail friends@stonybrook.edu or go to www.stallercenter.com/friends

FRIENDS MAKE IT HAPPEN 

OF STALLER CENTER
FRIENDS

stallercenter.com  (631) 632-ARTS [2787] @stallercenterFollow
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830 Springs-Fireplace Road, East Hampton, NY  •  pkhouse.org
Open May to October. Please call for information: (631) 324-4929

Stony Brook students, faculty and sta!  admitted free.

32//2&.Ǣ.5$61(5�
HOUSE AND STUDY CENTER
The former home and studio of 
Jackson Pollock and Lee Krasner



Lichtenstein 
Center 

stonybrook.edu/commcms/lichtenstein-center 

631.632.5030 

Lichtenstein Center 
Manhattan . Stony Brook . Southampton

CREATIVE WRITING . FILM . TV WRITING 

Supporting creative expression in a  
world constructed of words & images.
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Stony Brook University/SUNY is an affi  rmative action, equal opportunity educator and employer. 22090347H

Every late night. Every research study. Every advanced treatment. 
Every question. Every answer. Every breakthrough. 

At Stony Brook Medicine, all we do is all for you. 

sbmstrong.org

We pioneered a faster way to recover from joint surgery,
so Greg barely missed a step.

All we do is all for you. 







FOR TICKETS CALL:
631-632-WOLF

FREE ADMISSION TO ALL 
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS





LUNCH I DINNER I CATERING 

Order by phone 631-751-1600 or online www.osolemiostonybrook.com 

Located at 2194 Nesconset Hwy. in Stony Brook, NY 

LUNCH I DINNER I CATERING 

Order by phone 631-751-1600 or online www.osolemiostonybrook.com 

Located at 2194 Nesconset Hwy. in Stony Brook, NY 



BAGEL EXPRESS
Breakfast • Lunch • Catering • Daily Specials

www.bagelexpressli.com
Setauket I 631.675.2770

Order: Online or Mobile App

BAGEL EXPRESS
Breakfast • Lunch • Catering • Daily Specials

www.bagelexpressli.com
Setauket I 631.675.2770

Order: Online or Mobile App
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Katie Stockhammer 
Director of Finance  
and Operations 

Daria Carioscia 
Development Director 

Paul Newland 
Outreach Director 

Tim Hautle 
Theater Manager 

Georgia LaMair Tomczak  
Public Programs  
Manager

Karen Levitov 
Director & Curator 
Paul W. Zuccaire Gallery 

Michael Leslie 
Production Manager 

Liz Lamendola 
Concert Performance 
Manager 

William Montolio 
Technical Director/ 
Asst. Production Mgr. 

James Strigaro 
Assistant Technical  
Director

Samantha Clink 
Marketing/ 
Public Relations 

Kent Marks 
Film Festival Coordinator 
Contracts Administrator 

Megan Desimone 
Box Of!ce Manager 

Frank Murdocco 
Content Editor 

Linda Pace 
Of!ce Administrator

Alan Inkles 
Director 

Box Of!ce: (631) 632-ARTS [2787] 
Main Of!ce: (631) 632-7235 
Friends Of!ce: (631) 632-7232

Latecomers will be seated at intervals determined by artists and management.  
Please mute all cell phones.  
Photography, audio recording, or videotaping without permission is forbidden.

A special thank you for the continued support from Stony Brook University 
Leadership President Maurie McInnis and Provost Carl Lejuez. 

If you need disability-related accommodations, please call 
the Staller Center Box Of!ce at (631) 632-ARTS [2787]. 
Stony Brook University/SUNY is an af!rmative action, equal 
opportunity educator and employer. 14061561. 

STALLER CENTER STAFF

24-HOUR BOX OFFICE: stallercenter.com
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Support the Arts
Did you know that nearly 70% of 
support for Staller Center for the 
Arts comes directly from private 
donations through the generosity 
of Corporations, Individuals, and 
Foundations?   

Funds raised directly impact our 
programming, and ticket prices, 
and benefit our amazing arts and 
education outreach program. 

Visit stallercenter.com/support  
to support your favorite Arts 
Center!

stallercenter.com  (631) 632-ARTS [2787] @stallercenterFollow

SPRING 
2024

Leslie Odom, Jr.

 
JLCO with Wynton Marsalis  
Sat, Jan. 27 @ 8pm  
Drum Tao  
Sat, Feb. 3 @ 7pm 
Emerson Legacy Concert 
Thur, Feb. 15 @ 7pm 
Stony Brook Symphony  
Orchestra  
Sat, Feb. 17 @ 8pm 
Vic DiBitetto  
Sat, Feb. 24 @ 8pm 
Veronica Swift 
Sat, Mar. 2 @ 8pm  
GALA 2024 Leslie Odom, Jr. 
Sat, Mar. 9 @ 8pm 
Rhythm of the Dance 
Sat, Mar. 16 @ 8pm 
Adam Pascal 
Fri, Mar. 22 @ 8pm 
Stony Brook Symphony  
Orchestra  
Sat, Mar. 23 @ 8pm 
Outreach Ensemble: Pops! 
Sun, Mar. 24 @ 3pm 
Starry Nights - Winter 
Wed, Mar. 27 @ 7pm 
Patti LuPone: A Life in Notes 
Sat, Apr. 6 @ 8pm  
Cirque Flip Fabrique  
in Blizzard 
Sat, Apr. 13 @ 8pm 
Les Ballets Trockadero  
de Monte Carlo 
Sat, Apr. 20 @ 8pm 
Stony Brook Opera - 
The Marriage of Figaro 
Sat, Apr. 27 @ 7pm 
Stony Brook Opera -  
The Marriage of Figaro 
Sun, Apr. 28 @ 3pm 
Itzhak Perlman 
Sat, May 4 @ 8pm 
Metropolitan Opera  
Live in HD 
stallercenter.com/HD 
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