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PROGRAM

ACTI
Rhythm of the Dance
TheFirst Drop
Finding Your Feet
Easkie's Legacy
Mna na hEireann
Actin’ Through Goat
The Exhibition
Breaking the Grip
The Gathering

ACTII
New Dawn
Foreign Soil
The Beat of the Bodhran
From the Ashes
Brigid's Flame
Hup!

AnIrish Tango
Beyond the Horizon
We Rise
The Last Drop
Parade of Champions

Encore



PRINCIPAL DANCERS

JESSICA CARTWRIGHT CURTIS LONG
PRINCIPAL FEMALE DANCER PRINCIPAL MALE DANCER

REBECCA BYRNE EOGHAN WELDON
PRINCIPAL FEMALE DANCER PRINCIPAL MALE DANCER



RHYTHM OF
THE DANCE

ABOUT

Rhythm of the Dance marks a new erain Irish
entertainment, featuring a wealth of Irish talent,
including World and Irish champion dancers,
some of the finest traditional musicians and
world-renowned singers. Combining traditional
dance and music with the most up to date stage
technology, this two-hour dance and music
extravaganza takes audiences on an exhilarating,
exciting, energy-packed trip through the ages.
Internationally regarded as one of the most
popular and busiest Irish step dance shows in the
world.

Initially created for a three week tour of the
United States in 1998, Rhythm of the Dance has
achieved great critical acclaim as it consistently
tours internationally. Thus far, the production has
been seen by over 7 million people in 50 countries.

This wonderful show continues to evolve thanks
to a creative team that constantly strives for
perfection. After 20 years of showcasing the
very best in Irish dance to the world, Rhythm of
the Dance has undergone a process of renewal,
reinvigorating the choreography and music to
create an even more spectacular performance.

Rebecca Byrne
Principal Female Dancer

Rebecca began Irish dancing at the age of 4 at
the Beldance Academy in Dublin. Having won
numerous titles throughout her competitive
career, she moved on to work as a dancer
professionally. Rebecca has performed in many
corporate events across Ireland and the UK,
joining the cast of Rhythm of the Dance in 2024.
She has also trained extensively at the Billie
Barry Stage School and studied multiple genres
of dance including ballet, tap, jazz and musical
theatre and has appeared in many theatrical, film
and TV productions, most recently appearingin
the film Young Washington. Rebecca is extremely
honoured and proud to be amember of the cast
of Rhythm of the Dance and is delighted to be
performing with this incredible show.

Jessica Cartwright
Principal Female Dancer

One of the leading female stars of the Irish
Dancing show circuit, Jessica went to her first

Irish Dance class at the age of 4 in Antrim,
Northern Ireland and was immediately hooked.
She spent 7 years at the Castletown School of
Irish Dancing where she started dancing the
festival style of Irish dance and later moved

to Royal Tara Dance Academy, where she still
teaches and trains the next generation of dancers.
Jessica's strong work ethic and relentless
dedication to her dancing helped her competitive
career take off and serves as the platform for her
enviable achievements.

Over the course of her competitive career,
Jessica has won multiple titles including CRDM
2x British National Championships, 3x All Ireland
Championship, 2x London Championships, 3x
Dublin Championships. Jessica is also CRDM 2x
World Champion.

Following her competitive career, Jessica
followed her lifelong dream to performas a
professional dancer in shows around the world.

Jessica has been dancing with Rhythm of the
Dance for over 5 years now and has been principal
lead dancer for 3 years now.

Her style, elegance, and powerful dancing has
entertained and captivated audiences across
Europe and beyond, defined by an intensity and
passion that is second to none. In between her
busy schedule, Jessica has also completed the
first part of her official teaching qualifications
and she continues to be an inspiration to all of
the younger dancers hoping to follow in her
footsteps.

Jessicais also a dance captain with Rhythm of the
Dance.

CurtisLong
Principal Male Dancer

Curtis comes from Carrickfergus in Northern
Ireland and was born into a family who have over
55 years experience teaching Irish Dance. With
this family lineage, it was inevitable Curtis would
become an Irish Dancer himself.

At the age of 5 Curtis began dancing with Gavin
and Seaneen Doherty in Belfast.

He competed in many Feiseanna competitions,
consistently being placed in the top 3. At the age
of only 7, Curtis claimed his first title of many at
the North American Championships. Duringa
successful 14 years of competing, Curtis won 2
American Nationals, 2 British Nationals, Great
Britain, All Ireland, Ulsters, Irish Nationals and
European Championship Titles and since the age
of 9 has been Top 5 in the world, finishing off his
competitive career achieving a ranking of 2nd
place in the CLRG World Championships twice.

Curtis’ greatest wish was to become a
professional principal lead dancer so, following
his success in competitive Irish Dance, he



joined Rhythm of the Dance and, after 5 years of
dedication and hard work, was named Principal
Lead Dancer. Serving as Principal Lead Dancer for
3 years now, he has performed all over the world.

Curtis is now a fully Qualified Irish Dance Teacher
with CRDM and has joined his family teaching in
The Royal Tara Dance Academy.

With his impressive skills, Curtis Long has
become a role model for aspiring Irish dancers
worldwide. Curtis is also a dance captain with
Rhythm of the Dance.

Eoghan Weldon
Principal Male Dancer

Eoghan Weldon started dancing at six years of
age in County Louth, Ireland, for Scoil Rince
Cosceol under the teachings of Colin and Sarah
Ryan, competing in Irish Dance Competitions at
the highest level for fourteen years. In 2023, he
moved from competition to the performance
side of Irish Dance. He has been amember of

the Rhythm of the Dance since September 2023,
touring internationally, on three continents and

in over 50 countries. Eoghan began performing at
9 years old in Drama Groups in his locality. Since
2012, he has performed with Dundalk Musical
Society in their Pantomimes and Musicals. Eoghan
is excited to be a part of this new era of Rhythm of
the Dance and step into this role of principal male
dancer.

James Greenann
Choreographer

From Co. Cavan, Greenann is a passionate Irish
dancer and sports massage therapist. As a
child, James discovered his love for the art of
Irish Dance in Dundalk where he was taught by
the acclaimed Mona Rodaigh. He was fortunate
enough to enjoy a successful competitive career
having won every major title including the
coveted World Championships. This sparked
James's love for the stage and steered his
progression as a dancer into the professional
arena.

James spent his professional career expanding
his artistry by working on various productions
and alongside admired choreographers. The most
prestigious of these being Riverdance where he
danced as the principal dancer for 12 years in
venues such as Radio City Music Hall, New York
and The 3 Arena, Dublin. Others include Heartbeat
of Home [The West End, London], Eiru dance
company [with Breandan de Gallai] and Prodijig's
Footstorm [with Alan Kenefic].

Inrecent years, James has explored his own
creative ideologies through various platforms.
These include Celtic Goldin 2019 which he
choreographed and directed, and his own
corporate dance company KLIX. In addition

to dance, James' passion for movement has
expanded into other disciplines as he is also a fully

qualified and experienced Sports and Myoskeletal
Massage Therapist. He works primarily with
dancers in helping them move pain-free, recover
from injury and live long, happy and healthy
careers. His practice is called Corrective Manual
Therapy, which is based in Dublin.

James is honoured to share his creative expertise
with Rhythm of the Dance and continue to
entertain audiences worldwide through the Irish
culture.

Belinda Murphy
Choreographer & Director

In her career as a dancer, Belinda has appeared
in many musicals and stage shows in Ireland and
abroad.

Stage direction and choreography credits
include: “Sleeping Beauty”- 3 arena Dublin.
“Messiah XXI" starring Gladys Knight and Chaka
Khan. Numerous pantomimes in the Olympia
Theatre Dublin, UCH Limerick, and Cork Opera
House. “The Wiremen” - Gaiety Theatre. “Celtic
Thunder” touring the USA and Australia from
2007 to 2019.

Belinda worked as assistant choreographer

and dancer in the original “Riverdance” at the
Eurovision song contest in 1994 and subsequently
at the royal command performance at the London
Palladium.

Her choreography and movement direction can
be seen on the big and small screen in productions
including: “The Tudors", “Camelot”, “Love Hate",
“Leap Year", "Albert Nobbs", “Love Rosie", “Secret

Scripture”, “Sing Street”, “The Man Who Invented
Christmas”, “Vikings", “Valhalla”, “The Winx Saga".

Most recently, Belinda has completed work on
feature films Including: “The Last Duel”, “Irish
Wish", “The Pope’s Exorcist *, Dancer Casting
Director UK & Ireland for Disney’s “Disenchanted".

Belinda has just completed her 5th year directing
the UK Tour of “Menopause the Musical 2"

Shane Moran
Musical Director

Shane is a multi-instrumentalist and vocalist
from Mayo, Ireland. He began playing music when
he was 10 years old and competed successfully
nationally on both the Banjo and Guitar in his
teenage years and soon pursued a professional
career in Irish Music. Shane began working with
Rhythm of the Dance on Banjo and Guitar in 2013
for their 15th Year Anniversary World Tour. In
2016 he was delighted to attain the position as
Musical Director for the show. Shane has toured
extensively throughout more than 20 countries
all over the world with Rhythm of the Dance and
has also been featured on two PBS specials with
the show.



The Dancers

Rhythm of the Dance blends the principle forms of
Irish dance Step, Set, Old Style Step and Sean-nés.

Rhythm of the Dance's dancers are among the
most accomplished Irish dancers in the world.
Over the years the show has been proud to boast
numerous national, international and World
Champion dancers. Their dedication to the art
form of Irish dance is clearly evident on stage
during production. With their graceful movement
and disciplined control it is often said that “they
make it look easy”. What is not evident is the off
stage commitment required to reach the pinnacle
of Irish dance demanded of the Rhythm of the
Dance dancers. With the rigours of touring and
the endless hours of rehearsals, practice, working
and reworking routines, the dancers of Rhythm
of the Dance form lifelong friendships and get to
know each other’s dance styles and timing. Itis
this unique knowledge that enables the dancers
and choreography team to deliver the driving
rhythmic performance which has been enjoyed
live by millions worldwide.

Kieran Cavanagh
Producer, In Memoriam

The show's producer, Kieran Cavanagh has for
many years been a promoter of international
renown and was the recipient of the prestigious
CMA award for “International Promoter of the
Year 1995" in Nashville, TN. His roster of concert
successes, too numerous to list in full here
include sell out tours with Kenny Rogers, Willie
Nelson, James Brown, Van Morrison, Johnny
Cash, Kris Kristofferson, Trisha Yearwood, Mary
Chapin Carpenter, the late Tammy Wynette, etc.
For some thirty years, he has promoted sell-out
concerts in Ireland, for Ireland’s truly International
star Daniel O'Donnell, for whom he had the
honour of taking over the full International
management of in 2014.

Kieran expanded his productions, promotions,
and agency under the heading KCP. With “Rhythm
of the Dance”, Kieran fulfilled a long held ambition
in the late '90’s to produce a superb dance
spectacular. Having invested a vast amount of
time and effort into market research he finally
came up with the blueprint to create and bring

to fruition “Rhythm of the Dance” in 1999 and
judging by reaction to the shows continual
worldwide touring and 7 million in ticket sales, it
appears he got the formula just right. KCP book
and route tours for International artists on a
worldwide basis and Kieran prided himself on his
company being one of the very few Irish based
companies who manage tours.

Producer: Kieran Cavanagh, In Memoriam
Choreographer: James Greenan
Wardrobe Manager: Klaudia Ostrega
Set Design: Evgeniy Gurenko
Production: Prosound Ltd.
Production Administrator: Annemarie Carey
Sound /Production: Grzegorz Kozlowski
Tour Manager: Ken Cavanagh
Lighting Technician: Jakub Kowalewski
Lighting Designer: Wojciech Was

handising Manager: PJR Merchandising
Tour Accountants: BH & Company
Legal and Business: Barry Lyons & Co., Dublin.




OF STALLER CENTER

2025-2026 Season

MAJOR/MEDIA/
COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Michael Ardolino -
Realty Connect USA
Bagel Express
The Bench
Bliss Restaurant
Campolo, Middleton
& McCormick, LLP
Curry Club at SaGhar
Danfords Hotel & Marina
Elaine’s
Hilton Garden Inn Stony Brook
Jefferson's Ferry
News 12
O’Sole Mio
Stony Brook Medicine
Strata Alliance
Suffolk County Film Commission
WLIW-21/WNET
New York Public Media

VISIONARIES | $10,000+

Kavita & Lalit Bahl

Irina Gulina & Sergey Butkevich
Kathleen de Riesthal

Miki & David Donoho

Henry & Marsha Laufer
Kim Staller & Joseph Macari
Rachel Bergeson

& Brian Margolis
Marcia & Mario Montoya
Laurie & Ken Shroyer
Cary & Marisela Staller
Jeffrey & Karen Wien
Michael S. Wien

& Miriam Shire

SUSTAINERS | $5,000+

Michael Pollan & Judith Belzer
Jan Staller & Cui Fei
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth
& Patricia Gow
Susan Niles McBride
& Scott McBride
Guy & Elizabeth Miller
Dr. James Nicholson
& Barbara Nepf
Stephen & Sara Niles
Justin Niles & Lois Niles-'76
In memory of Joyce
& William Niles
Gary & Lisa Olson
Michael J. Fox & Tracy Pollan
Corky Pollan
Linda & Rob Roth
Gloria & Mark Snyder
H. Mae & Gene Sprouse
Terrence Shea
In memory of Tina Staller

Because every
program deserves
an encore!

We are asking you to please return
your program at the end of each
show so that we can reuse it.

You're always welcome to keep your
program, but if you plan to throw it
out, please be sure to place it in the
program return boxes after the show.

Program return boxes are located
at the doors into both the Main
Stage and Recital Hall, as well as
throughout the lobby. Thank you!



Eric & Sietske Staller

Joshua D. & Jane Reid Staller
Jud & Donna Staller

Jonah & Katty Staller

Rita Taca

Liz & Bill Welsh

PACESETTERS | $2,500+

Jay Bock & Mary Behling
Mary Bernero & Harvard Lyman
Evelyn Bromet
William & Alice Dawes
Wendy & Paul Feinberg
Valerie Godfrey

In memory of Aaron Godfrey
Nancy Goroff
Mini Kurian & James Mammen
Alan & Susan Inkles
Anissa Abi-Dargham

& Lawrence Martin
Darren Sternlieb & Julie McGuire
Irene S. Nugent
Dr. lwao & Yoko Ojima
Steven & Merna Pickett
Lori Repetti and Axel Drees
Rowena Scarrow
Dana Pollan & Mitchell Stern
Lori Pollan & Robert Friedman
Robert & Stephanie Porcelli
Lori Repetti & Axel Dress
Caroline Ritter

& Oscar Sloterbeck
Antoinette, Larry

& Jude Sabatino

Dale & Marc Salzberg
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Sexton
Sheila Silberhartz

In memory of David Silberhartz
Valentin Staller & Alex Kiefer
Elise Frank & George Sterman
Phyllis Sterne
Bala & Prahba Swaminathan
Tsirka-Frohman Family
Stanley & Donna Zucker

BENEFACTORS | $1,000+

Howard & Rose Armas
Lisa Benz-Scott
Dr. Thomas & Celia Bilfinger
Stephanie M. Branta
Joe & Hazmik Buzzetta
Michele Charpin
Roberta Seidman

& John Fleagle
Dr. Marie Gelato
Suzan Goldhaber
Annette Grollman

In honor of Arthur Grollman
Richard & Jodi Gwydir
Yusuf Hannun
Ora & Bruce Heath
Jonathan & Jean Heusel
Peter & Karyn Igarashi
Diane lves
Elyse & Stanely Jaworski
Michael & Maria LaMalfa
Judith Lochhead
Carol Marburger
Nancy & Dean Marshall
Laszlo & Gyongyi Mihaly
Lewis & Karen Miller
Susan Birch

& Robert Naaktgeboren
Denise Pellicane
Diana Podolnick
Mark & Mona Saidens
Lisa Signorelli
S.N. & Meena Sridhar
Rabbi Joseph

& Susan Remick Topek
Jaynee & Richard Wall
Bin & Mei Zhang

SUPPORTERS | $500+

Anonymous

Drs. Nicole & Stanko Barle
Tom & Terry Barresi
Katherine & Bob Bayer



Harvey B. Besunder
Andrew & Catherine Bone
Peter E. Bradley
Gary Marker & Ann Brody
Daria Carioscia
Brooke Carroll
Peter van Nieuwenhuizen

& Marie de Crombrugghe
Ann D. Cuccia
Katie Stockhammer

& JoJo DeSimone
Teresa Emerson

In memory of Jim Emerson
Stephen & Sandra Emmerich
Jeffrey & Margaret Fischer
Michael & Nancy Francis
Elise Rippe

& Jonathan H. Freiberger
Renaire Frierson
Walter & Kathy Foley
Sarah Fuller-Lessard
Rick Gatteau
Barbara Hart
Vivek Sra & Elisa Horbatuk
Joan & Irwin Kirtman
Ernest & Stacey Leuci
Janet & Edward Lipinsky
Tunis Gasparis LLP
Sumitra &

Dr. Hebbalmath Thippeswamy
Maurer Family
Dr. Pete & Maria Michaelson
Dr. Farah Monzur

& Dr. Rasel Rana
Ronnie & Fred Paschkes
Jolie Powell Realty
Alan Rosenberg
Naomi & Joel Rosenthal
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Savoca
Yacov & Linda Shamash
Ann & Paul Sheridan
Dwight & Joan Stecker
Karen Mendelsohn

& Daniel Stenzler
Perry Goldstein

& Dawn Stonebraker

Paul & Florence Sulkin
Richard & Corinne Sutter
Lori V. Tepedino
Joe Verghese & Felicia Ambrose
Andrew & Catherine Vone
Terri Wallace
William Weisberger

In memory of

Dina Weisberger
Eckard & Astrid Wimmer
Craig & Margaret Woody
Janet Ward & David Wrobel

FRIENDS | $250+

Anonymous

Joel Albala

Judith Baron Albano
Shawn Alfano

Giuseppa Aliperti-Moreno
The Assentato Family
Monique S. Atherton
Ralph & Helen Auriemma
Helen Badoyannis, Ph.D.
lvet Bahar

Janice Barone

Richard & Naomi Berman
Gary & Linda Bernstein
Karen Berry

Pat & Tom Biancaniello
Kendra Block

Paul & Carole Brodsky
Ethel & Richard Bronstein
Linda Brown

Walter Brown

Boglia Family

Lauri Budnick & Gregg Mond
John & Patrice Byers

Paul & Maureen Cataldo
Maria & Robert Cella
Sunghee Chang
Samantha Clink

Jules Cohen & Renee Healy
Deborah Colgan
Bernadette Commisa
Mark & Michelle De Micco



Frank & Linda Derasmo
Sam & Kathy DeSimone
Jean & John Doherty
Edward J. Dowling
Leslie Downey & Seth Mankes
Denise & John Driscoll
John Elias
Owen Evans
Michael Fields
Larry Filippino
Leslie Fishbone & Leslie Weitzner
Paul & Xiaochun Fisher
Ellen & Charles Fishman
Richard & Candice Foley
Douglas Futuyma
Joanne Hammer & Gerry Selya
Fran & John Gandia
Kenneth & Dana Geils
Nancy Gold
Susan Graf
Barbara & Paul Grannis
Julie & Barry Greene
Tamara Gregorian
Dr. Karen Gross

& Mr. Edward Gross
Judy Greiman

& David Knishkowy
Jo-Ann & Gene Goldwasser
Wilodek Guryn & Marsha Belford
Barbara Lee Haegele
Marjorie Hahn & Mary Lou Abata
Marilyn Haig
Joanne Hammer & Gerry Selya
Diana Hannan
Steve & Pam Hanuszek
Ms. Wesam Hassanin
Lisa & Jason Haushalter
Jane & Marvin Hazan
Kyle Hewson
Althea Hicks
John Hsu
Arnold & Karen Jaffe
Ann Jupp
Ellen Kaufman
Maddalena/Kavanaugh Family
Linda Keegan

Robin Savitt & Toby Kemelor
Lucy Kenny
Don & Bonnie Kisiel
Iris & Larry Kleinman
Kathryn Koshansky
Dr. Diana Leon
Alan & Arlene Lesser
Carl Schooley & Lida Levine
Micheal & Dreania LeVine
Barbara

& Robert Liebermann
Adam Lindsey

& Nelson Montoya
Carol & Donald Lindsley
Patrick M. Lloyd
Janet & Milton Lodge
lona D. Man-Cheong
Robert & Elba Marmo
Lisa & Maury Marmor
Pat & Jim Mattimore
Judith May

& Robert Hoberman
Dr. Namrata Mehta
Mary Melvin
Nancy & Lorne Mendell
Carmen & Emilio Mendez
Harold & Marilyn Metcalf
Jean Mueller
Ron & Claire Ondrovic
Deborah Ostrosky
Linda & Gary Pace
Mitchell & Delia Pessin
Nina PKD
Wendy & William Pollack
Bill Redman
Robert Reuter

& Katherine Downs-Reuter
Deborah & Paul Richman
Evelyn Rosenthal
Myra & Alan Rosofsky
Ganna Ross
Jennifer Sigler & Clinton Rubin
Jim Sabatella
Steve & Barbara Sandberg
David & Sarah Sands
Kathy & Al Sapio



Iris & David Schiff
Edward & Marlene Schlosser
Sherry & Stephen Schwartz
Lisa Scott
Sheryl & Hank Sessa
Sherry Shore
Tamara Slobodkin
Wayne Snell
Merle Soulotis Burke
Rhoda Spinner & Howard Gordon
Bob Stafford
Adam Stepansky
Judy & Bob Stone
Mariko Takahashi
& Ramon Gilsanz
Sue & Larry Taylor
Eric & Lin Tiedemann
Ellen Traiger
Carl & Adrienne Unger
Suzanne Velazquez
Aida Von Oiste
Lynda Walther
Nancy & Steve Weitzman
Patricia Whittaker
Frank & Judith Wieland
Monica & David Winchell
Peter Winkler and Dorothea Cook
Karen Wishnia & Andrew Dobbyn
Luise Woltering-Purschke
Herta Wulff

DONORS | $125+

Jeanette Aliperti
Joan Abbey

Joanne D. Agostino
Janet & Bob Andersen
Diana Arens

Robert & Theresa Arrigon
Bunnye Auvril

Noel Brennan

Debra Brown

Carla Caglioti

Joan Eisele Cooper
Donna Darling

Donovan Family
Michele S. Dexter
Joan DeRosa
Jessica & Sean Donovan
Irene Drivas
Kathy & Jim Dwulit
Sheila Eisinger
Edward Feldman
Eleanor Foray
Robert M. Ford
Daniel Deutsch & Sandra Gatten
KP Greene
Lynn Hallarman
Mary Hance
Murry Jennings
Johnny & Susan Kirkland
Ann & John Klein
Sandra Krolik
Maureen & Neil Kurtz
Susan Lacourse
Dr. Melissa Lanfrit-Hait
Herbert & Estee Laub
Jeanne Leahy
Fran Leiboff
Sybil Lefferts
Thomas & Alice Lepore
Shannon Mashburn
Amy Marschilok
Deborah Mitchell
Kathleen Monahan
Marlene Natale
Marshall & Nakita Newton
Theresa A. Parkinson
Donald Pagel
Sandra Petigrow
Ruth & Alan Pfeffer
Anthony Phillips
Sheldon Reaven

In Memory of Melissa
Ellen Robertson
Lynne Roth
Dorothy Schroeder
Paul Schultz
Janet & Jeff Sklar
Jeryl Stark



MB Syska

Dr. & Mrs. Steven Templeton
Ann & Jim Tigue

JoAnn Vignola

Christine Wasko

Marilyn Weinberg

William Wiesner

Gary Wohlberg

Ann & Charles Zehil

OF STALLER CENTER

Membership has its perks!

STALLER CENTER
FOR THE ARTS
ENCORE SOCIETY
A part of the John S. Toll
Legacy Society

Anonymous
Katherine & Bob Bayer
Elaine Brecha & Jerry Silverstein
Dr. Marie Gelato
Valerie & Aaron W.* Godfrey
Mary Anne Hansen
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Sexton
Gloria & Mark Snyder
Erwin P. & Freddie Staller*

*in memoriam

See a familiar name on the
Encore Legacy Society List? Ask
your friends why they joined the

Legacy Society today!

Members get discounts,
waived online ticketing fees,
premium seating, early access,
concession discounts and so
much more. Become a member
and get more today.

Join Now!
Scan here for more
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@ MEMBERSHIP

or visit
stallercenter.com/membership

A special acknowledgement
to Campolo, Middleton &
McCormick, LLP for their
support of the Staller
Center’s sound technology.



