STONY BROOK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Saturday, February 28th, 2026, 7:30 PM

Michelle Merrill

Conductor

Muli Yu
Piano

PROGRAM

Piano Concerto No. 2 in Bb Major, Op. 83 Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
I. Allegro non troppo
Il. Allegro appassionato
lll. Andante
IV. Allegretto grazioso—Un poco piu presto

Transfigure to Grace Jessie Montgomery (b. 1981)

INTERMISSION

The Firebird Suite (1919 version) Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971)
I.  Introduction
Il. TheFirebird and its Dance
lll. Variation of the Firebird
IV . The Princesses’ Round (Khorovod)
V. Infernal Dance of King Kashchei
VI. Berceuse (Lullaby)
VII. Finale

Please turn off all portable devices during the performance.
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STONY BROOK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Michelle Merrill
Conductor

Michelle Merrill has been inspiring
audiences throughout the
country with her sharply detailed
and vibrant performances. A
passionate and dynamic artist, she
is the Music Director of both the
Winston Salem Symphony and
the Coastal Symphony of Georgia,

where she has ignited the growth
and expansion of each orchestra’s
offerings both on and off the stage.

Ms. Merrill's growing guest
conducting schedule includes
recent and upcoming
engagements with the National
Symphony Orchestra, Orchestre
national d'lle-de-France, Cincinnati
Symphony Orchestra, Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Las Vegas

Philharmonic, Sarasota Orchestra,
and the Round Top Music Festival
Institute. In past seasons, she

has conducted concerts with the
San Francisco Opera, National
Arts Centre Orchestra (Ottawa),
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra,
Minnesota Orchestra, Dallas
Symphony Orchestra, Toronto
Symphony Orchestra, Jacksonville
Symphony, Milwaukee Symphony
Orchestra, River Oaks Chamber
Orchestra (ROCO), Iceland
Symphony Orchestra, Toledo
Symphony Orchestra, Oklahoma
City Philharmonic, West Virginia
Symphony, Symphoria (Syracuse),
Princeton Symphony Orchestra,
Louisiana Philharmonic, Orlando
Philharmonic, Sacramento
Philharmonic & Opera, Boise
Philharmonic, New Music Detroit,
and the Northeastern Pennsylvania
Philharmonic, where she formerly
served as the Assistant Conductor
from 2012 - 2015.

During her four-year tenure from
2014 - 2018 as the Assistant and
then Associate Conductor of the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra under
Leonard Slatkin, Ms Merrill helped
plan a wide variety of concerts
each season, including the
renowned educational webcasts,
which have reached over 100,000
students to date in classrooms
throughout the nation. Holding
the title of Phillip and Lauren
Fisher Community Ambassador,
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Ms. Merrill also gave pre-
concert lectures, led adult music
education seminars, engaged
with students and adults in and
around Metro Detroit, spoke on
behalf of the DSO throughout the
community, and participated in
hosting Live from Orchestra Hall,
the DSO's free concert webcast
that launched in 2011 and is
now watched in more than 100
countries.

Ms. Merrill is a proud recipient

of a 2016 Solti Foundation U.S.
Career Assistance Award as well
as the prestigious 2013 Ansbacher
Conducting Fellowship as
awarded by members of the
Vienna Philharmonic and the
American Austrian Foundation,
which enabled her to be in
residence at the world-renowned
Salzburg Festival. Born in Dallas,
TX, she studied conducting with
Dr. Paul C. Phillips at Southern
Methodist University's Meadows
School of the Arts, where she
holds a Master of Music Degree
in conducting and a Bachelor

of Music in performance. Apart
from music, she loves cooking,
running, hiking, and spending
time outdoors with her husband,
Steve Merrill, who serves as the
principal percussionist of the
Jacksonville Symphony, and their
two sons, Davis and Emmett.

Muli Yu
Piano

Muli Yu is a doctoral student
in piano performance at Stony
Brook University, where she
studies under the guidance of
Gilbert Kalish. She earned her
Master of Music degree from
Stony Brook University and
her Bachelor of Music degree
from Biola University, where
she studied with Dr. Li-Shan
Hung. Having begun her piano
studies at the age of four, Muli
has performed extensively
throughout the Washington,
D.C. metropolitan area—
including the U.S. Department
of State headquarters—as well
as around the United States at
venues such as Weill Recital
Hall at Carnegie Hall, and
internationally at the Museo
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del Violino in Cremona, Italy.
Through her performances, she
seeks to connect with listeners
on a heartfelt level—offering
comfort, shared understanding,
and a reflection of God's beauty
and glory through music.

Piano Concerto No. 2 in Bb Major
Johannes Brahms

Johannes Brahms began work
on his Second Piano Concerto in
1878, but temporarily shelved it to
work on his Violin Concerto, Op.
77. It was eventually completed
in 1881 and dedicated to Eduard
Marxsen, his former teacher. The
first performance took place in
Budapest on November 9, 1881
with Brahms himself at the piano.
The work is unusual because

it is cast in a four-movement
symphonic form, with a scherzo
appearing after the opening
movement. It remains one of the
lengthiest and most technically
demanding concerti in the
standard repertoire.

The work begins softly, with a
solo horn introducing the theme
over lush piano arpeggios. The
calm mood is interrupted by a
blistering cadenza that leads into
the full orchestral statement of
the first theme. Breakneck piano
outbursts alternate with orchestral

thematic development. Piano
and orchestra continue

to play off one another,
continuously spinning off and
exploring various themes. The
development section explores
the distant keys of F minor and
B minor, and features chordal
figures and elaborate runs by
the soloist around orchestral
thematic fragments. A series of
subdued runs and figurations
finally smoothes out the pent-
up energy, and allows for the
brilliant reemergence of the
opening theme. The calm mood
of the recapitulation, however,
is once again broken by the
piano, this time by a vivacious
episode in B minor. This leads to
an exciting passage of brilliant
orchestral themes and a solo
part that explores exceptionally
(for Brahms) chromatic piano
textures. One last outburst of
the opening theme by piano
and full orchestra emphatically
concludes the movement.

There is no rest for the
pianist after the virtuosic
first movement, though. The
piano introduces the austere
theme in D minor that begins
the Scherzo. This theme is
directly followed by a quasi-
modal theme introduced

by strings in octaves. These
ideas are repeated and
developed, but just as the
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Scherzo reaches a conclusion,
Brahms swiftly moves into a

D major trio. The trio theme

is a simple, triadic melody

with horn accompaniment,
creating a total contrast with

its Volkstumlich atmosphere.
After brief chromatic figures in
the piano and one last joyous
repetition of the trio melody,
the opening scherzo returns. A
final restatement of the Scherzo
material, propelled by rapid
chordal figures in the piano,
brings the movement to a close.

The Adagio, cast in B flat major,
is conceived as a duet between
solo cello and piano, leading
some to interpret this movement
as a veiled reference to Brahms'
mysterious relationship with
Clara Schumann. The opening
cello melody, tender and
inviting, strongly resembles his
later Lied, “Immer leiser wird
mein Schlummer,” from his Op.
105 Lieder. The middle section is
dominated by the piano, which
begins close to the cello melody
but strays towards a more
tempestuous mood at times,
seeming to reject the comfort
offered by the now-absent cello.
The piano softens during a brief
foray into F# major, however. By
way of a yearning gesture in the
high register, the cello returns
to the opening melody, with the

piano now providing gentle
accompaniment. Their duet
rises to a sweet and poignant
climax, providing a warm end
to this movement.

The final movement is a brisk,
comparatively light-hearted
rondo in B flat major. The
piano introduces a dotted
theme and is answered by

the strings. The first episode

is clock-like with a focus on
reed instruments. The rondo
theme is restated in the distant
keys of E major and B minor,
and then returns smoothly
back to the home key. This is
followed by a lurching episode
first stated in the strings and
echoed in the woodwinds.
Despite the thematic change,
the piano continuously propels
the movement forward. A

brief cadenza leads to the final
statement of the rondo theme
in the full orchestra. Leaping
figures and brilliant runs by the
soloist bring the Concerto to its
satisfying conclusion.

Note by David Blake

Transfigure to Grace
Jessie Montgomery

In 2019, I composed a work
for ballet in collaboration with
the Dance Theatre of Harlem
and the Virginia Arts Festival
to commemorate the 1619
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Project, which acknowledged
the arrival of the first enslaved
Africans brought to the United
States. In the years that followed,
significant movements in my
own life, and in society at large,
reminded me of the necessity

of that commemoration, and
the importance of exploring

this music further. As a result,
elements of that composition
have since flowed through other
pieces ['ve written, incorporating
themes of self-reflection and
the natural world — perhaps as

a way to regain a connection to
self and purpose.

This episodic suite recalls
some of the essential themes
of water and transformation
from the ballet, with the French
horn playing a primary role as
it leads the major transitions
between sections of the suite.
The music begins with vivid
imagery of water evolving into
a dynamic surge; it is meant to
evoke an unfinished chapter in
our journey toward equality and
grace of humankind.

— Jessie Montgomery

The Firebird Suite (1919 version)
Igor Stravinsky

"Astonish me!” With these
words, Sergei Diaghilev (1872-
1929) changed the fate of
Russian ballet in the twentieth

century. The famed impresario
had just hosted a string of
successful performances in
France as part of a "historical
concerts” series, including
works by Rimsky-Korsakov,
Mussorgsky, Scriabin, and
Rachmaninoff. The 1909
concert, the first to include
ballet on its program, proved
extremely popular; however,
French critics bemoaned the
absence of the “exotic” Russian
sounds they had come to love
through the previous concerts.
Diaghilev was quick to begin
planning a hitherto unseen
spectacle of Russian pageantry
for the 1910 concert. To do so,
Diaghilev needed to find the
composer willing to engage
with his unique musical project:
creating a folklorist style with
just enough "exotic” musical
elements to sound, to French
ears, quintessentially Russian.

The 28-year-old Igor Stravinsky
(1882-1971) was the first to
accept Diaghilev's commission
after the impresario had

been rejected by four other
composers. Stravinsky's music
for the production may be
understood as two contrasting
styles tracing the plot of the
ballet: a tonal, folklorist style

to accompany the human
characters, and a fantastical,
chromatic (“exotic”) style for the
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evil magician Kaschey and the
eponymous Firebird, a mythical
beast of incomparable beauty
and power. The folk music

for the humans is authentic:

the composer mined One
Hundred Russian Folk Songs for
suitable material, an anthology
published by Stravinsky's former
teacher Rimsky-Korsakov.

The plot of the ballet, devised
by artist Alexandre Benois

and choreographer Michel
Fokine, is a stitching together

of several Slavic folktales into

a single cohesive story. This
story revolves around the main
character, Prince Ivan, a human,
who one day while hunting
stumbles into the realm of

the evil magician Kaschey the
Immortal. Ivan soon encounters
the Firebird, tracks her, and is
on the verge of slaughtering
her when the beast pleas for
reprieve, which Ivan grants her.
Thus spared, the Firebird tells
Ivan that he may summon her
whenever he finds himself in
dire need.

In the next scene, Ivan
encounters thirteen princesses,
one of whom he immediately
falls in love with. Upon
discovering that they are under
the spell of Kaschey, Ivan
decides to rescue them with
the help of the Firebird, who

protects Ivan as he confronts
the magician. The Firebird casts
her own spell over Kaschey,
causing him and his minions

to dance maniacally and
ultimately fall into a deep sleep,
accompanied by Stravinsky's
infamous “Infernal Dance”
music. While Kaschey sleeps,
Ivan finds the hidden egg where
the magician keeps his soul and
source of immortality, destroys
it, and subsequently releases
the princesses from his spell;
Kaschey's minions revert to
human form, and all celebrate
as Ivan and his beloved princess
marry.

The ballet's premiere in Paris
with the Ballet Russe was an
enormous success, and in 1919
Stravinsky published an abridged
version of the dance movements,
the version we hear tonight.

Note Supervised by Sarah Fuller
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Alan R. Kay, Executive Director

ORCHESTRA PERSONNEL
Violin| Cello Horn
Sofiya Levchenko Jaewon Yoon Michele Cheaure
Concertmaster Principal Shichen Li
Jaeyoun Hwang William Taylor David Yechan Moon
Inae Lee Weiting Sun Alejandro Salaverry
Shigi Yang gyegml Liet _ _ Yanfeng Wu
ustavo Antoniacomi
Hudson Ye Hyung Chung .
Jihwon Na Trumpet
Hyun JiLee Hyunah Lee . P
Seeun Baek Zicheng Gu
Carina Yee Alex Marbach
s Bass Andrew Owens
Roni Shlt_rlt Keaton Walsh
Shang-Ting Chang Principal Trombone
Dante Tramontin Shaun Cagney
Violin Il Anthony Murphy-Neilson JT Cummings
Hyeonji Kim Kate Nye Matthew Miller
Principal Michael Salzman
Chaewon Kim Flute
Avery Morris Tiffany Hsu Keyboards
Hanna Park Ji Young Kim Changyue Liu
Rachel Zhao Yidi Wang
. Harp
Grace Collins . T W
Avital Mazor Piccolo y
Luxi Wang Ji Young Kim . .
Yun Lee Timpani
Oboe Renan Proenca
Zachary Ashland SeJeong Pyo
Viola Daniel Hirshbein David Wang
Brian Anderson
Principal English Horn Percussion
Yuchen Lu Daniel Hirshbein Khesner Oliveira
Zitian Lyu

Aidan Garrison
Kimbo Love
lliana Barcenas
Rachel Haber
Teresa Zhang

Clarinet
Guilherme Batalha
Andrew Coleman
Meli Everson
Daniel Meszaros

Bassoon
llaria Chen
Christian Whitacre

Renan Proenca
SeJeong Pyo
David Wang

Librarian
Luxi Wang

Teaching Assistants
Gustavo Antoniacomi
Andrew Coleman

Personnel current as of February 4th, 2026. Subject to change.



OF STALLER CENTER

2025-2026 Season

MAJOR/MEDIA/
COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Michael Ardolino -
Realty Connect USA
Bagel Express
The Bench
Bliss Restaurant
Campolo, Middleton
& McCormick, LLP
Curry Club at SaGhar
Danfords Hotel & Marina
Elaine’s
Hilton Garden Inn Stony Brook
Jefferson's Ferry
News 12
O’Sole Mio
Stony Brook Medicine
Strata Alliance
Suffolk County Film Commission
WLIW-21/WNET
New York Public Media

VISIONARIES | $10,000+

Kavita & Lalit Bahl

Irina Gulina & Sergey Butkevich
Kathleen de Riesthal

Miki & David Donoho

Henry & Marsha Laufer
Kim Staller & Joseph Macari
Rachel Bergeson

& Brian Margolis
Marcia & Mario Montoya
Laurie & Ken Shroyer
Cary & Marisela Staller
Jeffrey & Karen Wien
Michael S. Wien

& Miriam Shire

SUSTAINERS | $5,000+

Michael Pollan & Judith Belzer
Jan Staller & Cui Fei
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth
& Patricia Gow
Susan Niles McBride
& Scott McBride
Guy & Elizabeth Miller
Dr. James Nicholson
& Barbara Nepf
Stephen & Sara Niles
Justin Niles & Lois Niles-'76
In memory of Joyce
& William Niles
Gary & Lisa Olson
Michael J. Fox & Tracy Pollan
Corky Pollan
Linda & Rob Roth
Gloria & Mark Snyder
H. Mae & Gene Sprouse
Terrence Shea
In memory of Tina Staller
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Because every
program deserves
an encore!

We are asking you to please return
your program at the end of each
show so that we can reuse it.

You're always welcome to keep your
program, but if you plan to throw it
out, please be sure to place it in the
program return boxes after the show.

Program return boxes are located
at the doors into both the Main
Stage and Recital Hall, as well as
throughout the lobby. Thank you!



Eric & Sietske Staller
JoshuaD. & Jane Reid Staller
Jud & Donna Staller

Jonah & Katty Staller

Rita Taca

Liz & Bill Welsh

PACESETTERS | $2,500+

Jay Bock & Mary Behling
Mary Bernero & Harvard Lyman
Evelyn Bromet
William & Alice Dawes
Wendy & Paul Feinberg
Valerie Godfrey

In memory of Aaron Godfrey
Nancy Goroff
Mini Kurian & James Mammen
Alan & Susan Inkles
Anissa Abi-Dargham

& Lawrence Martin
Darren Sternlieb & Julie McGuire
Irene S. Nugent
Dr. lwao & Yoko Ojima
Steven & Merna Pickett
Lori Repetti and Axel Drees
Rowena Scarrow
Dana Pollan & Mitchell Stern
Lori Pollan
Robert & Stephanie Porcelli
Lori Repetti & Axel Dress
Caroline Ritter

& Oscar Sloterbeck
Antoinette, Larry

& Jude Sabatino
Dale & Marc Salzberg
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Sexton
Sheila Silberhartz

In memory of David Silberhartz
Valentin Staller & Alex Kiefer
Elise Frank & George Sterman
Phyllis Sterne
Bala & Prahba Swaminathan
Stanley & Donna Zucker

BENEFACTORS | $1,000+

Howard & Rose Armas
Lisa Benz-Scott
Dr. Thomas & Celia Bilfinger
Stephanie M. Branta
Joe & Hazmik Buzzetta
Michele Charpin
Tsirka-Frohman Family
Roberta Seidman

& John Fleagle
Dr. Marie Gelato
Suzan Goldhaber
Annette Grollman

In honor of Arthur Grollman
Richard & Jodi Gwydir
Yusuf Hannun
Ora & Bruce Heath
Jonathan & Jean Heusel
Peter & Karyn Igarashi
Diane lves
Elyse & Stanely Jaworski
Michael & Maria LaMalfa
Judith Lochhead
Carol Marburger
Nancy & Dean Marshall
Laszlo & Gyongyi Mihaly
Lewis & Karen Miller
Susan Birch

& Robert Naaktgeboren
Denise Pellicane
Diana Podolnick
Mark & Mona Saidens
Lisa Signorelli
S.N. & Meena Sridhar
Rabbi Joseph

& Susan Remick Topek
Jaynee & Richard Wall
Bin & Mei Zhang

SUPPORTERS | $500+

Anonymous

Drs. Nicole & Stanko Barle
Tom & Terry Barresi
Katherine & Bob Bayer



Harvey B. Besunder
Peter E. Bradley
Gary Marker & Ann Brody
Daria Carioscia
Brooke Carroll
Peter van Nieuwenhuizen

& Marie de Crombrugghe
Ann D. Cuccia
Katie Stockhammer

& JoJo DeSimone
Teresa Emerson

In memory of Jim Emerson
Stephen & Sandra Emmerich
Jeffrey & Margaret Fischer
Michael & Nancy Francis
Elise Rippe

& Jonathan H. Freiberger
Renaire Frierson
Walter & Kathy Foley
Sarah Fuller-Lessard
Rick Gatteau
Barbara Hart
Vivek Sra & Elisa Horbatuk
Joan & Irwin Kirtman
Ernest & Stacey Leuci
Janet & Edward Lipinsky
Tunis Gasparis LLP
Sumitra &

Dr. Hebbalmath Thippeswamy

Maurer Family
Dr. Farah Monzur

& Dr. Rasel Rana
Jolie Powell Realty
Alan Rosenberg
Naomi & Joel Rosenthal
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Savoca
Yacov & Linda Shamash
Ann & Paul Sheridan
Dwight & Joan Stecker
Karen Mendelsohn

& Daniel Stenzler
Perry Goldstein

& Dawn Stonebraker
Paul & Florence Sulkin
Richard & Corinne Sutter
Joe Verghese & Felicia Ambrose

Andrew & Catherine Vone
Terri Wallace
William Weisberger

In memory of

Dina Weisberger
Eckard & Astrid Wimmer
Craig & Margaret Woody
Janet Ward & David Wrobel

FRIENDS | $250+
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Joel Albala

Judith Baron Albano
Shawn Alfano

Giuseppa Aliperti-Moreno
The Assentato Family
Monique S. Atherton
Ralph & Helen Auriemma
Helen Badoyannis, Ph.D.
Ivet Bahar

Janice Barone

Richard & Naomi Berman
Gary & Linda Bernstein
Karen Berry
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Kendra Block

Paul & Carole Brodsky
Ethel & Richard Bronstein
Linda Brown

Walter Brown

Boglia Family

Lauri Budnick & Gregg Mond
John & Patrice Byers

Paul & Maureen Cataldo
Maria & Robert Cella
Sunghee Chang
Samantha Clink

Jules Cohen & Renee Healy
Deborah Colgan
Bernadette Commisa
Mark & Michelle De Micco
Frank & Linda Derasmo
Sam & Kathy DeSimone
Jean & John Doherty
Edward J. Dowling
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John Elias
Owen Evans
Michael Fields
Larry Filippino
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Dr. Karen Gross

& Mr. Edward Gross
Judy Greiman

& David Knishkowy
Jo-Ann & Gene Goldwasser
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Barbara Lee Haegele
Marjorie Hahn & Mary Lou Abata
Marilyn Haig
Joanne Hammer & Gerry Selya
Diana Hannan
Steve & Pam Hanuszek
Ms. Wesam Hassanin
Lisa & Jason Haushalter
Jane & Marvin Hazan
Kyle Hewson
Althea Hicks
John Hsu
Arnold & Karen Jaffe
Ann Jupp
Ellen Kaufman
Maddalena/Kavanaugh Family
Linda Keegan
Robin Savitt & Toby Kemelor
Lucy Kenny
Don & Bonnie Kisiel
Iris & Larry Kleinman
Kathryn Koshansky

Dr. Diana Leon
Alan & Arlene Lesser
Carl Schooley & Lida Levine
Micheal & Dreania LeVine
Barbara

& Robert Liebermann
Adam Lindsey

& Nelson Montoya
Carol & Donald Lindsley
Patrick M. Lloyd
Janet & Milton Lodge
lona D. Man-Cheong
Robert & EIba Marmo
Lisa & Maury Marmor
Pat & Jim Mattimore
Judith May

& Robert Hoberman
Dr. Namrata Mehta
Mary Melvin
Nancy & Lorne Mendell
Carmen & Emilio Mendez
Harold & Marilyn Metcalf
Jean Mueller
Ron & Claire Ondrovic
Deborah Ostrosky
Linda & Gary Pace
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Nina PKD
Wendy & William Pollack
Bill Redman
Robert Reuter

& Katherine Downs-Reuter
Deborah & Paul Richman
Evelyn Rosenthal
Myra & Alan Rosofsky
GannaRoss
Jennifer Sigler & Clinton Rubin
Jim Sabatella
Steve & Barbara Sandberg
David & Sarah Sands
Kathy & Al Sapio
Iris & David Schiff
Edward & Marlene Schlosser
Sherry & Stephen Schwartz
Lisa Scott
Sheryl & Hank Sessa



Sherry Shore
Tamara Slobodkin
Wayne Snell
Merle Soulotis Burke
Rhoda Spinner & Howard Gordon
Bob Stafford
Adam Stepansky
Judy & Bob Stone
Mariko Takahashi
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Eric & Lin Tiedemann
Ellen Traiger
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Nancy & Steve Weitzman
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Herta Wulff

DONORS | $125+
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Ann & Charles Zehil



FRIENDS
OF STALLER CENTER

Membership has its perks!

STALLER CENTER
FOR THE ARTS
ENCORE SOCIETY
A part of the John S. Toll
Legacy Society

Anonymous
Katherine & Bob Bayer
Elaine Brecha & Jerry Silverstein
Dr. Marie Gelato
Valerie & Aaron W.* Godfrey
Mary Anne Hansen
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Sexton
Gloria & Mark Snyder
Erwin P. & Freddie Staller*

*in memoriam

See a familiar name on the
Encore Legacy Society List? Ask
your friends why they joined the

Legacy Society today!

Members get discounts,
waived online ticketing fees,
premium seating, early access,
concession discounts and so
much more. Become a member
and get more today.

Join Now!
Scan here for more
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@ MEMBERSHIP

or visit

stallercenter.com/membership

A special acknowledgement
to Campolo, Middleton &
McCormick, LLP for their
support of the Staller
Center’s sound technology.
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GIVING DAY

MARCH 25, 2026

#SBUGivingDay

This Giving Day, we are raising funds
for a new projector for the
Stony Brook Film Festival!

All gifts up to $20,000 will
be matched thanks to our
generous members
Dr. Rachel Bergeson & Dr. Brian Margolis.

Give any amount and join Rachel and Brian
in supporting your favorite film festival!

All Lobby Screens were
generously donated by
Drs. Ken and Laurie Shroyer
in Memory of
Dr. Joseph Shroyer.




