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Bach Cantata BWV 199
“Mein Herze schwimmt im Blut”

As ayoung man, Johann Sebastian
Bach (1685-1750) was ambitious and
occasionally rebellious—once, having
secured a four-week leave of absence
from his employer, he undertook a
four-month journey to Liibeck (280
miles to the south, which he allegedly
traversed on foot) to study with

the leading organist-composers

in Germany. After completing his
formal educationin 1702, in the

span of four years he moved from
Weimar, to Arnstadt, and finally to
Mihlhausen, securing better pay,
lighter responsibilities, and more
artistic freedom with each move. In
1708, he returned to Weimar, first as
court organist to the son of his former
employer. In 1714, the Duke promoted
Bach to Konzertmeister (Director of
Music), a prestigious post which placed
alarge ensemble of professional
musicians under Bach’s command. It
was in August of this year that BWV
199 appeared, performed on the
eleventh Sunday after Trinity.

The regular composition of new
cantatas—musical works for one

or more singers with instrumental
accompaniment—for use in church
services was a consistent demand
of Bach’s employers for most of

his career. Over 200 such “church
cantatas” survive from Bach'’s
output, and more have been lost to
time. These works unfold in multiple
movements, with paired recitative and
arias—a typical Baroque scheme—
and often bookended by chorus
movements. The instrumentation

of Bach's cantatas, being practical
music for liturgical use, depended on
the musical forces available to the
composer, and sometimes wielded

a full chorus and four soloists. BWV
199, however, employs only a soprano
vocalist.

The texts for this Solokantate

are poetic, mostly drawn from
Gottgefilliges Kirchen-Opffer (God-
Pleasing Church Offering) by Georg
Christian Lehms, published in 1711.
The eight movements chart a dramatic
narrative arc from the hellish agony of
sin to the ecstasy of God's redemption.
The work opens in anguish, the gothic
tone of the text (“my heart swims

in blood"!) matched by lugubrious
harmonies and a plaintive melody.
This first recitative functions as an
introduction, establishing a character
tormented by her own sins. But

this sinner is remorseful, and trusts

in God’'s mercy. Her confession
unfolds in three utterances: she
acknowledges her sins, surrenders
them to Christ, and finally rejoices in
God's reconciliation. Her heart “soars
in faith"—appropriately articulated
with a melody reaching into the
stratosphere of the soprano’s range—
and the work concludes with a joyful
and virtuosic dance.



Translation of Vocal Texts for
Bach Cantata BWV 199
“Mein Herze schwimmt im Blut”

ORIGINAL

1. Rezitativ

Mein Herze schwimmt im Blut,

weil mich der Siinden Brut

in Gottes heilgen Augen

zum Ungeheuer macht.

Und mein Gewissen fiihlet Pein,

weil mir die Slinden nichts

als Hollenhenker sein.

Verhasste Lasternacht!

Du, du allein

hast mich in solche Not gebracht;

und du, du béser Adamssamen,

raubst meiner Seele alle Ruh

und schliessest ihr den Himmel zu!
Ach!unerhorter Schmerz!

Mein ausgedorrtes Herz

will ferner mehr kein Trost befeuchten,
und ich muss mich vor dem verstecken,
vor dem die Engel selbst

ihr Angesicht verdecken.

2. Arie und Rezitativ

Stumme Seufzer, stille Klagen,

ihr m6gt meine Schmerzen sagen,
weil der Mund geschlossen ist.
Und ihr nassen Tranenquellen
kénnt ein sichres Zeugnis stellen,
wie mein siindlich Herz gebiisst.

Mein Herzist itzt ein Tranenbrunn,
die Augen heiRe Quellen.

Ach Gott! wer wird dich doch
zufriedenstellen?

3. Rezitativ

Doch Gott muss mir genédig sein,
weil ich das Haupt mit Asche,

das Angesicht mit Tranen wasche,
mein Herz in Reu und Leid zerschlage
und voller Wehmut sage:

Gott sei mir Stinder gnadig!

Ach ja! sein Herze bricht,

und meine Seele spricht:

ENGLISH

1. Recitative

My heart is bathed in blood,

for the multitude of my sins

has made in God'’s holy eyes
amonster of me.

And my conscience feels the pain,
because my sins are naught

but hell's own hangmen.

O hated night of sin!

You, you alone

have caused me such distress;

and you, you wicked seed of Adam,
rob my soul of all its peace

and shut it off from heaven!

Ah! Unheard-of anguish!

No comfort shall henceforth
moisten my withered heart,

and | must hide myself before Him,
before whom the very angels

hide their faces.

2. Aria and Recitative

Silent sighs, quiet lamenting,
you may speak of my agony,
for my mouth is closed.

And your wet flood of tears
can provide certain witness
of my sinful heart’s remorse

My heart is now a well of tears,
my eyes are boiling springs.
Ah God! Who can ever content Thee?

3. Recitative

But God must be merciful to me,
for | bathe my head with ashes

and my countenance with tears;

I beat my heart in remorse and pain,
and full of sadness, say:

God, have mercy on my sins!

Ah yes! His heart shall break

and my soul shall say:



ORIGINAL

4. Arie

Tief gebiickt

und voller Reue

liegich, liebster Gott, vor dir.
Ich bekenne meine Schuld,
aber habe doch Geduld,
habe doch Geduld mit mir!

5. Rezitativ
Auf diese Schmerzensreu
fallt mir alsdenn dies Trostwort bei:

6. Chorale

Ich, dein betriibtes Kind,

werf alle meine Siind,

so viel ihr in mir stecken

und mich so heftig schrecken,
in deine tiefen Wunden,
daich stets Heil gefunden.

7. Rezitativ

Ich lege mich in diese Wunden
als in den rechten Felsenstein;
die sollen meine Ruhstatt sein.
In diese will ich mich im Glauben
schwingen und drauf vergniigt
und frohlich singen:

8. Arie

Wie freudig ist mein Herz,

da Gott verséhnet ist

und mir auf Reu und Leid

nicht mehr die Seligkeit

noch auch sein Herz verschliesst.

ENGLISH

4, Aria

Deeply bowed

and filled with remorse

| lie, dearest God, before Thee.
lacknowledge my guilt,

but have patience,

have patience | beg, with me!

5. Recitative
After this painful remorse
come to me these words of comfort:

6. Chorale

I, Thy afflicted child,

cast all my sins,

as many as there arein me

and which terrify me so,

into Thy deep wounds,

where | have always found salvation.

7. Recitative

Ilay myself down in these wounds,
as though upon a very crag;

they shall be my resting place.

In them shall | soar in faith,

and then, content

and happy, sing:

8. Aria

How joyful is my heart,

for God is reconciled with me,
and for my remorse and pain

no longer denies me His blessing
nor indeed His heart.

Translation by
The Netherlands Bach Society



Brahms Piano Quartet in A major op 26

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)

grew up in Hamburg in a modest but
musically active household, quickly
gaining recognition as a formidable
pianist. As he toured across Europe
in his early twenties, he developed

a compositional voice distinguished
by dense, expressive harmonies

and the subtle play of what scholars
later called “rhythmic dissonance,”
in which surface rhythms seem to
tug against the underlying meter. A
decisive turning point came in 1853
when Brahms met Robert and Clara
Schumann, whose enthusiastic
advocacy launched his reputation.
The Schumanns’ support also

drew him into their personal orbit
during Robert’s final years of illness
in Diisseldorf, forging a lifelong
artistic and emotional bond with
Clara. Throughout his career Brahms
positioned himself as a defender of
classical forms amid the aesthetic
battles of the nineteenth century,
resisting the programmatic ambitions
of the “New German School”
associated with Richard Wagner

and Franz Liszt. Yet the drama and
breadth of his own music reveal a
composer who revitalized tradition
from within—a stature captured by the
conductor Hans von Blilow’s famous
judgment that Brahms stood, after
Bach and Beethoven, among the most
sublime of composers.

Brahms completed his second piano
quartet (for violin, viola, cello, and
piano) in 1861, preceded by a first
foray into the genre (G minor, Op.
25) which took him six years to
complete and which Clara Schumann
premiered earlier that year. Op. 26
premiered alongside the G minor
quartet, presented by the Viennese
Hellmesberger Quartet with the
composer on piano. At 50 minutes,
this is Brahms's longest chamber work,
truly symphonic in scope.

The first movement opens with a
dialogue between piano and cello;

the remaining strings join in and

the harmony blossoms to life. The
thematic motive is vigorous and
stately, gradually splintering into
serpentine paths. The slow second
movement bears witness to Brahms
at his most Romantic, in turn yearning,
stormy, hushed, and exuberant. The
third movement, a scherzo-and-trio,
is appropriately playful and spritely,
but unusually grand in scope: the
scherzo and trio each traverse the
heroic journey of the sonata-allegro
form. The finale movement is robust
and folksy, hearkening back to the
“alla Zingarese” (in a Romani style)
of Brahms's first piano quartet and
anticipating his famed Hungarian
Dances.

Program notes by Hannah Waterman.
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Michael Ardolino -
Realty Connect USA
Bagel Express
The Bench
Bliss Restaurant
Campolo, Middleton
& McCormick, LLP
Curry Club at SaGhar
Danfords Hotel & Marina
Elaine’s
Hilton Garden Inn Stony Brook
Jefferson’s Ferry
News 12
O’Sole Mio
Stony Brook Medicine
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Suffolk County Film Commission
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New York Public Media

VISIONARIES | $10,000+

Kavita & Lalit Bahl

Irina Gulina & Sergey Butkevich
Kathleen de Riesthal

Miki & David Donoho

Henry & Marsha Laufer
Kim Staller & Joseph Macari
Rachel Bergeson

& Brian Margolis
Marcia & Mario Montoya
Laurie & Ken Shroyer
Cary & Marisela Staller
Jeffrey & Karen Wien
Michael S. Wien

& Miriam Shire

SUSTAINERS | $5,000+

Michael Pollan & Judith Belzer
Jan Staller & Cui Fei
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth
& Patricia Gow
Susan Niles McBride
& Scott McBride
Guy & Elizabeth Miller
Dr. James Nicholson
& Barbara Nepf
Stephen & Sara Niles
Justin Niles & Lois Niles- ‘76
In memory of Joyce
& William Niles
Gary & Lisa Olson
Michael J. Fox & Tracy Pollan
Corky Pollan
Linda & Rob Roth
Gloria & Mark Snyder
H. Mae & Gene Sprouse
Terrence Shea
In memory of Tina Staller

Because every
program deserves
an encore!

We are asking you to please return
your program at the end of each
show so that we can reuse it.

You're always welcome to keep your
program, but if you plan to throw it
out, please be sure to place it in the
program return boxes after the show.

Program return boxes are located
at the doors into both the Main
Stage and Recital Hall, as well as
throughout the lobby. Thank you!



Eric & Sietske Staller
JoshuaD. & Jane Reid Staller
Jud & Donna Staller

Jonah & Katty Staller

Rita Taca

Liz & Bill Welsh

PACESETTERS | $2,500+

Jay Bock & Mary Behling
Mary Bernero & Harvard Lyman
Evelyn Bromet
William & Alice Dawes
Wendy & Paul Feinberg
Valerie Godfrey

In memory of Aaron Godfrey
Nancy Goroff
Mini Kurian & James Mammen
Alan & Susan Inkles
Anissa Abi-Dargham

& Lawrence Martin
Darren Sternlieb & Julie McGuire
Irene S. Nugent
Dr. lwao & Yoko Ojima
Steven & Merna Pickett
Lori Repetti and Axel Drees
Rowena Scarrow
Dana Pollan & Mitchell Stern
Lori Pollan & Robert Friedman
Robert & Stephanie Porcelli
Lori Repetti & Axel Dress
Caroline Ritter

& Oscar Sloterbeck
Antoinette, Larry

& Jude Sabatino

Dale & Marc Salzberg
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Sexton
Sheila Silberhartz

In memory of David Silberhartz
Valentin Staller & Alex Kiefer
Elise Frank & George Sterman
Phyllis Sterne
Bala & Prahba Swaminathan
Tsirka-Frohman Family
Stanley & Donna Zucker

BENEFACTORS | $1,000+

Howard & Rose Armas
Lisa Benz-Scott
Dr. Thomas & Celia Bilfinger
Stephanie M. Branta
Joe & Hazmik Buzzetta
Michele Charpin
Roberta Seidman

& John Fleagle
Dr. Marie Gelato
Suzan Goldhaber
Annette Grollman

In honor of Arthur Grollman
Richard & Jodi Gwydir
Yusuf Hannun
Ora & Bruce Heath
Jonathan & Jean Heusel
Peter & Karyn Igarashi
Diane lves
Elyse & Stanely Jaworski
Michael & Maria LaMalfa
Judith Lochhead
Carol Marburger
Nancy & Dean Marshall
Laszlo & Gyongyi Mihaly
Lewis & Karen Miller
Susan Birch

& Robert Naaktgeboren
Denise Pellicane
Diana Podolnick
Mark & Mona Saidens
Lisa Signorelli
S.N. & Meena Sridhar
Rabbi Joseph

& Susan Remick Topek
Jaynee & Richard Wall
Bin & Mei Zhang
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Anonymous

Drs. Nicole & Stanko Barle
Tom & Terry Barresi
Katherine & Bob Bayer



Harvey B. Besunder
Andrew & Catherine Bone
Peter E. Bradley
Gary Marker & Ann Brody
Daria Carioscia
Brooke Carroll
Peter van Nieuwenhuizen

& Marie de Crombrugghe
Ann D. Cuccia
Katie Stockhammer

& JoJo DeSimone
Teresa Emerson

In memory of Jim Emerson
Stephen & Sandra Emmerich
Jeffrey & Margaret Fischer
Michael & Nancy Francis
Elise Rippe

& Jonathan H. Freiberger
Renaire Frierson
Walter & Kathy Foley
Sarah Fuller-Lessard
Rick Gatteau
Barbara Hart
Vivek Sra & Elisa Horbatuk
Joan & Irwin Kirtman
Ernest & Stacey Leuci
Janet & Edward Lipinsky
Tunis Gasparis LLP
Sumitra &

Dr. Hebbalmath Thippeswamy

Maurer Family
Dr. Pete & Maria Michaelson
Dr. Farah Monzur

& Dr. Rasel Rana
Ronnie & Fred Paschkes
Jolie Powell Realty
Alan Rosenberg
Naomi & Joel Rosenthal
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Savoca
Yacov & Linda Shamash
Ann & Paul Sheridan
Dwight & Joan Stecker
Karen Mendelsohn

& Daniel Stenzler
Perry Goldstein

& Dawn Stonebraker

Paul & Florence Sulkin
Richard & Corinne Sutter
Lori V. Tepedino

Joe Verghese & Felicia Ambrose

Andrew & Catherine Vone
Terri Wallace
William Weisberger

In memory of

Dina Weisberger
Eckard & Astrid Wimmer
Craig & Margaret Woody
Janet Ward & David Wrobel
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Anonymous

Joel Albala

Judith Baron Albano
Shawn Alfano

Giuseppa Aliperti-Moreno
The Assentato Family
Monique S. Atherton
Ralph & Helen Auriemma
Helen Badoyannis, Ph.D.
Ivet Bahar

Janice Barone

Richard & Naomi Berman
Gary & Linda Bernstein
Karen Berry

Pat & Tom Biancaniello
Kendra Block

Paul & Carole Brodsky
Ethel & Richard Bronstein
Linda Brown

Walter Brown

Boglia Family

Lauri Budnick & Gregg Mond
John & Patrice Byers

Paul & Maureen Cataldo
Maria & Robert Cella
Sunghee Chang
Samantha Clink

Jules Cohen & Renee Healy
Deborah Colgan
Bernadette Commisa
Mark & Michelle De Micco



Frank & Linda Derasmo
Sam & Kathy DeSimone
Jean & John Doherty
Edward J. Dowling
Leslie Downey & Seth Mankes
Denise & John Driscoll
John Elias
Owen Evans
Michael Fields
Larry Filippino
Leslie Fishbone & Leslie Weitzner
Paul & Xiaochun Fisher
Ellen & Charles Fishman
Richard & Candice Foley
Douglas Futuyma
Joanne Hammer & Gerry Selya
Fran & John Gandia
Kenneth & Dana Geils
Nancy Gold
Susan Graf
Barbara & Paul Grannis
Julie & Barry Greene
Tamara Gregorian
Dr. Karen Gross
& Mr. Edward Gross
Judy Greiman
& David Knishkowy
Jo-Ann & Gene Goldwasser
Wilodek Guryn & Marsha Belford
Barbara Lee Haegele
Marjorie Hahn & Mary Lou Abata
Marilyn Haig
Joanne Hammer & Gerry Selya
Diana Hannan
Steve & Pam Hanuszek
Ms. Wesam Hassanin
Lisa & Jason Haushalter
Jane & Marvin Hazan
Kyle Hewson
Althea Hicks
John Hsu
Arnold & Karen Jaffe
Ann Jupp
Ellen Kaufman
Maddalena/Kavanaugh Family
Linda Keegan

Robin Savitt & Toby Kemelor
Lucy Kenny
Don & Bonnie Kisiel
Iris & Larry Kleinman
Kathryn Koshansky
Dr. Diana Leon
Alan & Arlene Lesser
Carl Schooley & Lida Levine
Micheal & Dreania LeVine
Barbara

& Robert Liebermann
Adam Lindsey

& Nelson Montoya
Carol & Donald Lindsley
Patrick M. Lloyd
Janet & Milton Lodge
lona D. Man-Cheong
Robert & Elba Marmo
Lisa & Maury Marmor
Pat & Jim Mattimore
Judith May

& Robert Hoberman
Dr. Namrata Mehta
Mary Melvin
Nancy & Lorne Mendell
Carmen & Emilio Mendez
Harold & Marilyn Metcalf
Jean Mueller
Ron & Claire Ondrovic
Deborah Ostrosky
Linda & Gary Pace
Mitchell & Delia Pessin
Nina PKD
Wendy & William Pollack
Bill Redman
Robert Reuter

& Katherine Downs-Reuter
Deborah & Paul Richman
Evelyn Rosenthal
Myra & Alan Rosofsky
Ganna Ross
Jennifer Sigler & Clinton Rubin
Jim Sabatella
Steve & Barbara Sandberg
David & Sarah Sands
Kathy & Al Sapio



Iris & David Schiff
Edward & Marlene Schlosser
Sherry & Stephen Schwartz
Lisa Scott
Sheryl & Hank Sessa
Sherry Shore
Tamara Slobodkin
Wayne Snell
Merle Soulotis Burke
Rhoda Spinner & Howard Gordon
Bob Stafford
Adam Stepansky
Judy & Bob Stone
Mariko Takahashi
& Ramon Gilsanz
Sue & Larry Taylor
Eric & Lin Tiedemann
Ellen Traiger
Carl & Adrienne Unger
Suzanne Velazquez
Aida Von Oiste
Lynda Walther
Nancy & Steve Weitzman
Patricia Whittaker
Frank & Judith Wieland
Monica & David Winchell
Peter Winkler and Dorothea Cook
Karen Wishnia & Andrew Dobbyn
Luise Woltering-Purschke
Herta Wulff

DONORS | $125+

Jeanette Aliperti
Joan Abbey

Joanne D. Agostino
Janet & Bob Andersen
Diana Arens

Robert & Theresa Arrigon
Bunnye Avril

Noel Brennan

Debra Brown

Carla Caglioti

Joan Eisele Cooper
Donna Darling

Donovan Family
Michele S. Dexter
Joan DeRosa
Jessica & Sean Donovan
Irene Drivas
Kathy & Jim Dwulit
Sheila Eisinger
Edward Feldman
Eleanor Foray
Robert M. Ford
Daniel Deutsch & Sandra Gatten
KP Greene
Lynn Hallarman
Mary Hance
Murry Jennings
Johnny & Susan Kirkland
Ann & John Klein
Sandra Krolik
Maureen & Neil Kurtz
Susan Lacourse
Dr. Melissa Lanfrit-Hait
Herbert & Estee Laub
Jeanne Leahy
Fran Leiboff
Sybil Lefferts
Thomas & Alice Lepore
Shannon Mashburn
Amy Marschilok
Deborah Mitchell
Kathleen Monahan
Marlene Natale
Marshall & Nakita Newton
Theresa A. Parkinson
Donald Pagel
Sandra Petigrow
Ruth & Alan Pfeffer
Anthony Phillips
Sheldon Reaven

In Memory of Melissa
Ellen Robertson
Lynne Roth
Dorothy Schroeder
Paul Schultz
Janet & Jeff Sklar
Jeryl Stark



MB Syska

Dr. & Mrs. Steven Templeton
Ann & Jim Tigue

JoAnn Vignola

Christine Wasko

Marilyn Weinberg

William Wiesner

Gary Wohlberg

Ann & Charles Zehil

OF STALLER CENTER
Membership has its perks!

STALLER CENTER
FORTHE ARTS
ENCORE SOCIETY
A part of the John S. Toll
Legacy Society

Anonymous
Katherine & Bob Bayer
Elaine Brecha & Jerry Silverstein
Dr. Marie Gelato
Valerie & Aaron W.* Godfrey
Mary Anne Hansen
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Sexton
Gloria & Mark Snyder
Erwin P. & Freddie Staller*

*in memoriam

See a familiar name on the
Encore Legacy Society List? Ask
your friends why they joined the

Legacy Society today!

Members get discounts,
waived online ticketing fees,
premium seating, early access,
concession discounts and so
much more. Become a member
and get more today.

Join Now!
Scan here for more

B
Femienpslj
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]
@ MEMBERSHIP

or visit
stallercenter.com/membership

A special acknowledgement
to Campolo, Middleton &
McCormick, LLP for their
support of the Staller
Center's sound technology.
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