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GREAT AMERICan

CROOMERS

Soak in the sounds of the velvety melodies and smokey rhythms of quintessential
crooners such as Frank Sinatra, Tony Bennett, and Bobby Darin when the golden
age of jazz returns with Great American Crooners! A dazzling night of swoon
worthy hits and sentimental serenades await when Benny Benack Ill (Downbeat
Magazine #2 Rising Star), Robbie Lee and Shenel Johns perform favorites like
“I've Got You Under My Skin,” “Misty,” “| Only Have Eyes for You,” “Moon River”
and many, many more. In addition to soaring vocals, the trio of Jazz at Lincoln
Center (JALC) favorites will share incredible true stories about the legendary
performers who brought these timeless songs to life.

For over three decades, Jazz at Lincoln Center has been a leading advocate for
jazz, culture, and arts education globally. Under the direction of Wynton Marsalis,
Jazz at Lincoln Center has brought the art form of jazz from the heart of New
York City to over 446 cities in more than 40 countries.

The JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER PRESENTS touring initiative provides an
affordable opportunity to present great jazz programming, featuring up-and-
coming musicians who have been identified as rising stars by JALC. The

initiative also allows for expansion of the mission of JALC “to entertain, enrich

and expand a global community for jazz through performance, education, and
advocacy.” Approximately 150,000 students participate in Jazz at Lincoln Center’s
education programs each year. “What is Jazz?”, from the renowned education
department at JALC is being offered in conjunction with the tour.

Tonight’s program will be announced from the stage.

This tour appears by arrangement with
IMG Artists and is represented by Toby Tumarkin.

www.IMGartists.com
WWW.jazz.org



Benny Benack Il Robbie Lee Shenel Johns
(Trumpeter, Vocals) (Pianist) (Vocals)

Felix Moseholm Jocelyn Gould
(Bass) (Guitar)

Maria Marmarou Michael Stephenson
(Drums) (Saxophone)



Benny Benack lll (Trumpeter,
Vocals) Emmy®-nominated
trumpeter and singer Benny Benack
Il has proven to be that rarest of
talents: not only a fiery trumpet
player but also a singer with a sly,
mature, naturally expressive delivery
performing standards and his own
astute songs with a thrilling sense
of showmanship. This dual-threat
ability was recognized by the 2022
Downbeat Critics Poll where he
appeared as not only the #2 Rising
Star Male Vocalist, but a top Rising
Star Trumpeter as well. His superb
intonation and bracing virtuosity
enable him to handle astounding
feats of originally composed
vocalese (complex solos with
written lyrics). On top of it all,

he’s a highly capable pianist as

well. Third in a generational line of
Pittsburgh jazz notables, Benny
follows in the footsteps of his
trumpeter/bandleader grandfather,
Benny Benack, Sr. (1921-86), and

his father Benny Benack, Jr., a
saxophonist/clarinetist who gave the
young Benny his first professional
experience.

Benny has performed internationally
as an emcee/host for the YouTube
sensation Postmodern Jukebox

and achieved his own viral success
amassing millions of views for his
crooning alongside the Grammy®-
winning 8-Bit Big Band. Alongside
his global touring as a bandleader,
Benny has appeared as a trumpet
soloist in more commercial circles
alongside Josh Groban, Ben Folds,
fashion icon Isaac Mizrahi, Ann
Hampton Callaway and more. He’s
been featured at leading New York
venues, and has also been a special
guest with the Pittsburgh Symphony
Pops Orchestra, the Columbus

Jazz Orchestra and the Minsk
Philharmonic Orchestra.

Robbie Lee (Pianist) is a New

York City based pianist, vocalist,
composer and educator whose
spectacular ability to merge his
talents make him one of the most
exciting emerging artists to date.
Growing up in Tucson, AZ, Robbie
was encouraged by his mother to
find music he enjoyed. Falling in love
with earlier blues and rock and roll
music, he eventually found jazz as a
new way to express himself. Through
joining the Tucson Jazz Institute,
Robbie was exposed to a broad
range of jazz from traditional to
post-bop styles.

A graduate of both The Juilliard
School (AD ‘21) and The Manhattan
School of Music (BM ‘18), at 27 he
has already shared the stage with
his mentors such as world-renowned
jazz icons Wynton Marsalis, Jimmy
Heath, Herlin Riley, Bruce Barth, Matt
Wilson and Brice Winston. As both a
leader and a sideman, Robbie has
graced several world-class stages
and played in numerous jazz festivals
across the globe. Throughout his
career, he has earned recognition

for both his performance and
composition skills, receiving

awards fromm Downbeat Magazine,
YoungArts, The Essentially Ellington
Festival and Competition and The
Next Generation Jazz Festival.

Shenel Johns (Vocals) with a voice
that embodies grace and passion
and a personal style that sways
effortlessly from jazz to R&B to
gospel, Shenel Johns has emerged
as one of the shining stars of her
generation. A native of Hartford, CT,
Shenel has been performing since
she was 14 and has developed a
distinctive, eclectic style that has
increasingly caught the attention of
her peers and some of the industry’s
top performers.



Shenel received a B.A. in Music
Management from the Jackie
McLean Institute at the Hartt School
of Music and studied performance
with such jazz legends as Rene
McLean, Jimmy Greene and Nat
Reeves. She has shared the stage
with music royalty including

Curtis Fuller, Hank Jones, Dionne
Warwick and Sheila Jordan, and has
performed and recorded with an
impressive array of leaders in the
field. In 2016, Shenel completed a
musical residency at Jazz at Lincoln
Center Doha in Qatar and, several
months later, honored Billie Holiday
as part of Jazz at Lincoln Center’s
New York production of Billie and
the Boys. She has also paid tribute
to another of her idols, Lena Horne,
at Jazz at Lincoln Center’s famed
Appel Room. Most recently, she was
the winner of the Riga Jazz Stage
Competition in Riga, Latvia, and
was featured in the Hartford Jazz
Festival’s Ella Fitzgerald Tribute.

Felix Moseholm (Bass) Felix
Moseholm (b. 1997) is a compelling
double bassist from Copenhagen,
Denmark. He is mainly known for his
work with Brad Mehldau, Samara Joy
and Sean Mason. Felix started on
cello but switched after ten years to
the double bass—encouraged by

his granduncle Erik Moseholm. At
the age of 18, he moved to New

York City to attend Juilliard (2018-
2023) and received mentorship

from Gerald Cannon and George
Coleman. Since then Felix has toured
extensively and appears on several
acclaimed recordings, most recently
Brad Mehldau’s “Ride into the Sun”,
Samara Joy’s “Portrait” and Sean
Mason’s “A Breath of Fresh Air.”

Jocelyn Gould (Guitar) 2021 JUNO
Award winner Jocelyn Gould has
been called “a leader in the next

generation of great mainstream jazz
guitarists” by Howard Paul, CEO of
Benedetto Guitars. Her joyful energy
has captivated audiences around the
world and her passion for music is
as infectious as her unigue ability to
connect with audiences. Jocelyn has
absorbed the influences of the jazz
guitar greats and has woven them
into an exciting personal sound,
citing Wes Montgomery, Grant
Green, Joe Pass and Kenny Burrell as
primary influences on the guitar.

Jocelyn has performed and recorded
internationally as a leader and with
GRAMMY-nominated vocalist Freddy
Cole, JUNO-winning trumpeter and
vocalist Bria Skonberg, DownBeat
Rising Star trombonist Michael
Dease, Etienne Charles, Jon Gordon,
Rodney Whitaker, Randy Napoleon
and Diego Rivera.

Jocelyn’s debut album, Elegant
Traveler, won the 2021 JUNO Award
for Jazz Album of the Year: Solo.
Golden Hour, Jocelyn’s sophomore
album, showcases her virtuosic
guitar playing and dynamic
compositions, and introduces her
voice. It has received international
critical acclaim and radio play
including extensive play on Sirius
XM Satellite Radio. Golden Hour
reached #1 on Canadian and #9

on North American college radio
jazz charts. Jocelyn’s Golden Hour
Tour took place in June 2022 with
performances at 11 Canadian Jazz
Festivals. Jocelyn toured extensively
in 2022, including a 6-week
American tour featuring the music
of Bessie Smith, Billie Holiday and
Nina Simone. She will begin 2023
with a two-month North American
tour from Florida to Alaska as one of
four guitarists featured in a concert
of solo guitar. Jocelyn is a Professor
and Head of Guitar Department at



Humber College in Toronto. She is a
Benedetto-endorsed artist.

Maria Marmarou (Drums) Maria
Marmarou is a graduate of Temple
University, where she studied with
Justin Faulkner and Steve Fidyk,
earning both her undergraduate and
graduate degrees. Maria has shared
the stage with notable artists such
as Joey DeFrancesco, Dick Oatts,
Tim Warfield, Kurt Elling, Catharine
Russell, Orrin Evans, Terell Stafford,
Carmen Bradford and the Count
Basie Orchestra, and the Jazz at
Lincoln Center Orchestra, among
others. Her performances have taken
her to prestigious venues including
Dizzy’s Club Coca Cola, Jazz at
Lincoln Center, and the Kimmel
Center.

In 2023, Maria was honored with

the Earl Hines Outstanding Musician
Award at the Jack Rudin Collegiate
Competition at JALC. In January
2024, she was selected to perform
with the Sisters in Jazz Collegiate
Jazz Combo at the 15th Annual JEN
Conference in New Orleans, under
the direction of Bria Skonberg. Maria
is endorsed by Sabian Cymbals.

Michael Stephenson (Saxophone)
is an upcoming saxophonist,
composer, bandleader, and vocalist
from Philadelphia, currently based
in New York City. He began playing
saxophone at the age of ten. At
fifteen, he became a member of the
historic Clef Club of Philadelphia.
Given the opportunity to play

not just with other dedicated
musicians his age but also with
some of the most prolific players
on Philadelphia’s music scene,
Michael learned through the Clef
Club to express himself through jazz
music. His years in the Club gained
him notoriety, and he was soon

picked to join long-standing veteran
ensembles like the Millennium Big
Band; young and talented bands
like the Claffy-Howell Band; and he
even formed his own ensemble, the
Michael Stephenson Quartet.

In 2010, Michael was accepted

to the New School of Jazz and
Contemporary Music in Manhattan.
There, he studied with award-
winning professional musicians
such as Jaleel Shaw, Jane Ira
Bloom, Adam Holzman, and Marcus
Strickland. While in New York,
Michael was selected by the C.O.L.
Jazz Band to perform and compete
in the Monterey Next Generation
Jazz Festival two years in a row. His
band took 2nd and then 1st place in
the open small-group division.

Michael has been fortunate to
perform at such venues as Chris’
Jazz Cafe, the Philadelphia Clef
Club, the Susquehanna Bank Center,
Puppet’s Jazz Bar, and Smalls Jazz
Club. Michael has also performed
both nationally and internationally
at festivals including the West Oak
Lane Jazz Festival; the Monterrey
Next Generation Jazz Festival;

the Monterey Jazz Festival; the
Pittsburgh Jazz Live International
Festival; and The Internationales
Jazz Festival Bern in Bern,
Switzerland. Currently, Michael lives
in Brooklyn, NY, where he continues
to compose, play, and sing. He
performs frequently in New York,
Pittsburgh and, of course, his native
city of Philadelphia.
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2025-2026 Season

MAJOR/MEDIA/
COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Michael Ardolino -
Realty Connect USA
Bagel Express
The Bench
Bliss Restaurant
Campolo, Middleton
& McCormick, LLP
Curry Club at SaGhar
Danfords Hotel & Marina
Elaine’s
Hilton Garden Inn Stony Brook
Jefferson’s Ferry
News 12
O’Sole Mio
Stony Brook Medicine
Strata Alliance
Suffolk County Film Commission
WLIW-21/WNET
New York Public Media

VISIONARIES | $10,000+

Kavita & Lalit Bahl

Irina Gulina & Sergey Butkevich
Kathleen de Riesthal

Miki & David Donoho

Henry & Marsha Laufer
Kim Staller & Joseph Macari
Rachel Bergeson

& Brian Margolis
Marcia & Mario Montoya
Laurie & Ken Shroyer
Cary & Marisela Staller
Jeffrey & Karen Wien
Michael S. Wien

& Miriam Shire

SUSTAINERS | $5,000+

Michael Pollan & Judith Belzer
Jan Staller & Cui Fei
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth
& Patricia Gow
Susan Niles McBride
& Scott McBride
Guy & Elizabeth Miller
Dr. James Nicholson
& Barbara Nepf
Stephen & Sara Niles
Justin Niles & Lois Niles- ‘76
In memory of Joyce
& William Niles
Gary & Lisa Olson
Michael J. Fox & Tracy Pollan
Corky Pollan
Linda & Rob Roth
Gloria & Mark Snyder
H. Mae & Gene Sprouse
Terrence Shea
In memory of Tina Staller

Because every
program deserves
an encore!

We are asking you to please return
your program at the end of each
show so that we can reuse it.

You're always welcome to keep your
program, but if you plan to throw it
out, please be sure to place it in the
program return boxes after the show.

Program return boxes are located
at the doors into both the Main
Stage and Recital Hall, as well as
throughout the lobby. Thank you!



Eric & Sietske Staller
JoshuaD. & Jane Reid Staller
Jud & Donna Staller

Jonah & Katty Staller

Rita Taca

Liz & Bill Welsh

PACESETTERS | $2,500+

Jay Bock & Mary Behling
Mary Bernero & Harvard Lyman
Evelyn Bromet
William & Alice Dawes
Wendy & Paul Feinberg
Valerie Godfrey

In memory of Aaron Godfrey
Nancy Goroff
Mini Kurian & James Mammen
Alan & Susan Inkles
Anissa Abi-Dargham

& Lawrence Martin
Darren Sternlieb & Julie McGuire
Irene S. Nugent
Dr. lwao & Yoko Ojima
Steven & Merna Pickett
Lori Repetti and Axel Drees
Rowena Scarrow
Dana Pollan & Mitchell Stern
Lori Pollan & Robert Friedman
Robert & Stephanie Porcelli
Lori Repetti & Axel Dress
Caroline Ritter

& Oscar Sloterbeck
Antoinette, Larry

& Jude Sabatino

Dale & Marc Salzberg
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Sexton
Sheila Silberhartz

In memory of David Silberhartz
Valentin Staller & Alex Kiefer
Elise Frank & George Sterman
Phyllis Sterne
Bala & Prahba Swaminathan
Tsirka-Frohman Family
Stanley & Donna Zucker

BENEFACTORS | $1,000+

Howard & Rose Armas
Lisa Benz-Scott
Dr. Thomas & Celia Bilfinger
Stephanie M. Branta
Joe & Hazmik Buzzetta
Michele Charpin
Roberta Seidman

& John Fleagle
Dr. Marie Gelato
Suzan Goldhaber
Annette Grollman

In honor of Arthur Grollman
Richard & Jodi Gwydir
Yusuf Hannun
Ora & Bruce Heath
Jonathan & Jean Heusel
Peter & Karyn Igarashi
Diane lves
Elyse & Stanely Jaworski
Michael & Maria LaMalfa
Judith Lochhead
Carol Marburger
Nancy & Dean Marshall
Laszlo & Gyongyi Mihaly
Lewis & Karen Miller
Susan Birch

& Robert Naaktgeboren
Denise Pellicane
Diana Podolnick
Mark & Mona Saidens
Lisa Signorelli
S.N. & Meena Sridhar
Rabbi Joseph

& Susan Remick Topek
Jaynee & Richard Wall
Bin & Mei Zhang

SUPPORTERS | $500+

Anonymous

Drs. Nicole & Stanko Barle
Tom & Terry Barresi
Katherine & Bob Bayer



Harvey B. Besunder
Peter E. Bradley
Gary Marker & Ann Brody
Daria Carioscia
Brooke Carroll
Peter van Nieuwenhuizen

& Marie de Crombrugghe
Ann D. Cuccia
Katie Stockhammer

& JoJo DeSimone
Teresa Emerson

In memory of Jim Emerson
Stephen & Sandra Emmerich
Jeffrey & Margaret Fischer
Michael & Nancy Francis
Elise Rippe

& Jonathan H. Freiberger
Renaire Frierson
Walter & Kathy Foley
Sarah Fuller-Lessard
Rick Gatteau
Barbara Hart
Vivek Sra & Elisa Horbatuk
Joan & Irwin Kirtman
Ernest & Stacey Leuci
Janet & Edward Lipinsky
Tunis Gasparis LLP
Sumitra &

Dr. Hebbalmath Thippeswamy

Maurer Family
Dr. Farah Monzur

& Dr. Rasel Rana
Jolie Powell Realty
Alan Rosenberg
Naomi & Joel Rosenthal
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Savoca
Yacov & Linda Shamash
Ann & Paul Sheridan
Dwight & Joan Stecker
Karen Mendelsohn

& Daniel Stenzler
Perry Goldstein

& Dawn Stonebraker
Paul & Florence Sulkin
Richard & Corinne Sutter
Joe Verghese & Felicia Ambrose

Andrew & Catherine Vone
Terri Wallace
William Weisberger

In memory of

Dina Weisberger
Eckard & Astrid Wimmer
Craig & Margaret Woody
Janet Ward & David Wrobel

FRIENDS | $250+

Anonymous

Joel Albala

Judith Baron Albano
Shawn Alfano

Giuseppa Aliperti-Moreno
The Assentato Family
Monique S. Atherton
Ralph & Helen Auriemma
Helen Badoyannis, Ph.D.
Ivet Bahar

Janice Barone

Richard & Naomi Berman
Gary & Linda Bernstein
Karen Berry

Pat & Tom Biancaniello
Kendra Block

Paul & Carole Brodsky
Ethel & Richard Bronstein
Linda Brown

Walter Brown

Boglia Family

Lauri Budnick & Gregg Mond
John & Patrice Byers

Paul & Maureen Cataldo
Maria & Robert Cella
Sunghee Chang
Samantha Clink

Jules Cohen & Renee Healy
Deborah Colgan
Bernadette Commisa
Mark & Michelle De Micco
Frank & Linda Derasmo
Sam & Kathy DeSimone
Jean & John Doherty
Edward J. Dowling



Leslie Downey & Seth Mankes
Denise & John Driscoll
John Elias
Owen Evans
Michael Fields
Larry Filippino
Paul & Xiaochun Fisher
Ellen & Charles Fishman
Richard & Candice Foley
Douglas Futuyma
Joanne Hammer & Gerry Selya
Fran & John Gandia
Kenneth & Dana Geils
Nancy Gold
Susan Graf
Barbara & Paul Grannis
Julie & Barry Greene
Tamara Gregorian
Dr. Karen Gross

& Mr. Edward Gross
Judy Greiman

& David Knishkowy
Jo-Ann & Gene Goldwasser
Wilodek Guryn & Marsha Belford
Barbara Lee Haegele
Marjorie Hahn & Mary Lou Abata
Marilyn Haig
Joanne Hammer & Gerry Selya
Diana Hannan
Steve & Pam Hanuszek
Ms. Wesam Hassanin
Lisa & Jason Haushalter
Jane & Marvin Hazan
Kyle Hewson
Althea Hicks
John Hsu
Arnold & Karen Jaffe
Ann Jupp
Ellen Kaufman
Maddalena/Kavanaugh Family
Linda Keegan
Robin Savitt & Toby Kemelor
Lucy Kenny
Don & Bonnie Kisiel
Iris & Larry Kleinman
Kathryn Koshansky

Dr. Diana Leon
Alan & Arlene Lesser
Carl Schooley & Lida Levine
Micheal & Dreania LeVine
Barbara

& Robert Liebermann
Adam Lindsey

& Nelson Montoya
Carol & Donald Lindsley
Patrick M. Lloyd
Janet & Milton Lodge
lona D. Man-Cheong
Robert & EIba Marmo
Lisa & Maury Marmor
Pat & Jim Mattimore
Judith May

& Robert Hoberman
Dr. Namrata Mehta
Mary Melvin
Nancy & Lorne Mendell
Carmen & Emilio Mendez
Harold & Marilyn Metcalf
Jean Mueller
Ron & Claire Ondrovic
Deborah Ostrosky
Linda & Gary Pace
Mitchell & Delia Pessin
Nina PKD
Wendy & William Pollack
Bill Redman
Robert Reuter

& Katherine Downs-Reuter
Deborah & Paul Richman
Evelyn Rosenthal
Myra & Alan Rosofsky
Ganna Ross
Jennifer Sigler & Clinton Rubin
Jim Sabatella
Steve & Barbara Sandberg
David & Sarah Sands
Kathy & Al Sapio
Iris & David Schiff
Edward & Marlene Schlosser
Sherry & Stephen Schwartz
Lisa Scott
Sheryl & Hank Sessa



Sherry Shore
Tamara Slobodkin
Wayne Snell
Merle Soulotis Burke
Rhoda Spinner & Howard Gordon
Bob Stafford
Adam Stepansky
Judy & Bob Stone
Mariko Takahashi
& Ramon Gilsanz
Sue & Larry Taylor
Eric & Lin Tiedemann
Ellen Traiger
Carl & Adrienne Unger
Suzanne Velazquez
Aida Von Oiste
Lynda Walther
Nancy & Steve Weitzman
Patricia Whittaker
Frank & Judith Wieland
Monica & David Winchell
Peter Winkler and Dorothea Cook
Karen Wishnia & Andrew Dobbyn
Luise Woltering-Purschke
Herta Wulff

DONORS | $125+

Jeanette Aliperti

Joan Abbey

Joanne D. Agostino
Janet & Bob Andersen
Diana Arens

Robert & Theresa Arrigon
Bunnye Avril

Noel Brennan

Debra Brown

Carla Caglioti

Joan Eisele Cooper
Michele S. Dexter
Jessica & Sean Donovan
Irene Drivas

Kathy & Jim Dwulit
Sheila Eisinger

Edward Feldman

Eleanor Foray

Robert M. Ford

Daniel Deutsch & Sandra Gatten
KP Greene

Lynn Hallarman

Mary Hance

Murry Jennings
Johnny & Susan Kirkland
Ann & John Klein
Sandra Krolik

Maureen & Neil Kurtz
Susan Lacourse

Dr. Melissa Lanfrit-Hait
Herbert & Estee Laub
Jeanne Leahy

Fran Leiboff

Sybil Lefferts

Thomas & Alice Lepore
Amy Marschilok
Deborah Mitchell
Kathleen Monahan
Marlene Natale
Marshall & Nakita Newton
Theresa A. Parkinson
Donald Pagel

Sandra Petigrow

Ruth & Alan Pfeffer
Anthony Phillips

Ellen Robertson

Lynne Roth

Dorothy Schroeder
Paul Schultz

Janet & Jeff Sklar

Jeryl Stark

MB Syska

Dr. & Mrs. Steven Templeton
Ann & Jim Tigue

JoAnn Vignola
Christine Wasko
Marilyn Weinberg
William Wiesner

Gary Wohlberg

Ann & Charles Zehil



OF STALLER CENTER

Membership has its perks!

STALLER CENTER
FORTHE ARTS
ENCORE SOCIETY
A part of the John S. Toll
Legacy Society

Anonymous
Katherine & Bob Bayer
Elaine Brecha & Jerry Silverstein
Dr. Marie Gelato
Valerie & Aaron W.* Godfrey
Mary Anne Hansen
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Sexton
Gloria & Mark Snyder
Erwin P. & Freddie Staller*

*in memoriam

See a familiar name on the
Encore Legacy Society List? Ask
your friends why they joined the

Legacy Society today!

Members get discounts,
waived online ticketing fees,
premium seating, early access,
concession discounts and so
much more. Become a member
and get more today.

Join Now!
Scan here for more

B
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B

or visit
stallercenter.com/membership

A special acknowledgement
to Campolo, Middleton &
McCormick, LLP for their
support of the Staller
Center's sound technology.



