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Ballet Hispánico is the largest Latine/Latinx/Hispanic cultural organization 
in the United States and one of America’s Cultural Treasures. Ballet 
Hispánico’s three main programs, the Company, School of Dance, 
and Community Arts Partnerships, bring communities together to 
celebrate the multifaceted Latinx diasporas. Ballet Hispánico’s New York 
City headquarters provides the physical home and cultural heart for 
Latine dance in the United States. It is a space that initiates new cultural 
conversations and explores the intersectionality of Latine cultures. No 
matter their background or identity – Latine, Latinx, Hispanic – Ballet 
Hispánico welcomes and serves all, breaking stereotypes and celebrating 
the beauty and diversity of Hispanic cultures through dance.

Dance visionary and National Medal of Arts recipient Tina Ramirez 
founded Ballet Hispánico in 1970, at the height of the post-war civil rights 
movements. From its inception Ballet Hispánico focused on providing a 
haven for Black and Brown families seeking place and artistic sanctuary. By 
creating the space for Latine dance and dancers to flourish, Ballet Hispánico 
uplifted marginalized artists and youth, which combined with the training, 
cultural pride, and the power of representation, fueled the organization’s 
roots and trajectory. Eduardo Vilaro joined Ballet Hispánico as a Company 
dancer in 1985 and became the organization’s second Artistic Director in 
2009 and CEO in 2015. Vilaro is building on Ramirez’s impact; expanding, 
and deepening the legacy of visibilizing Latine cultures, and exposing the 
intersectionality and depth of diversity found in them. 

Through its exemplary artistry, distinguished training program, and deep-
rooted community engagement, Ballet Hispánico champions and amplifies 
Latinx voices in the field. For over fifty years Ballet Hispánico has provided a 
place of honor for the omitted, overlooked, and othered. As it looks to the 
future, Ballet Hispánico is pushing the culture forward on issues of dance 
and Hispanic creative expression.
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World Premiere: 2012

Choreography by Gustavo Ramírez Sansano 
Music by Pérez Prado 

Stage Design, Lighting, and Costume Design by Ghabriello Fernando 
 

Performed by The Company
GUSTAVO RAMÍREZ SANSANO was Artistic Director of Luna Negra 

Dance Theater (2009-2013), and now he combines his work as a freelance
 choreographer with the direction of Titoyaya Dansa, the company he founded in 

Spain with Veronica Garcia Moscardo in 2006. Sansano has received numerous 
awards for his choreography, including first prize at the Ricard Moragas 
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Competition in Barcelona (1997), Prix Dom Perignon Choreographic Competition 
in Hamburg (2001), and Premio de Las Artes Escénicas de la Comunidad 

Valenciana (2005). Sansano has been commissioned to create works for many 
companies such as Nederlands Dans Theater, Compañía Nacional de Danza, 

Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, Luzerner tanz Theater, Ballet BC, The Hamburg 
Ballet, Atlanta Ballet, Ballet Hispánico, and Luna Negra Dance Theater, among 

others.

-INTERMISSION--INTERMISSION-

LÍNEA RECTA
World Premiere: November 18, 2016 at the Apollo Theater

Choreography by Annabelle Lopez Ochoa

Music by Eric Vaarzon Morel

Costume Design by Danielle Truss

Lighting Design by Michael Mazzola

Performed by 
Fatima Andere, Leonardo Brito, Antonio Cangiano, Amanda del Valle, Cori 

Lewis, Dylan Dias McIntyre, Omar Rivéra, and Isabel Robles

Opening
Amanda del Valle with Leonardo Brito, Antonio Cangiano, Dylan Dias 

Mclntyre, and Omar Rivéra 

Trio
Fatima Andere with Antonio Cangiano and Omar Rivéra 

Scorpion Dance
Fatima Andere, Amanda del Valle, Cori Lewis, 

 and Isabel Robles 

Men’s Dance
Leonardo Brito, Antonio Cangiano, Dylan Dias Mclntyre,  

and Omar Rivéra 
 

Finale
All

Annabelle Lopez Ochoa has been choreographing since 2003 following a twelve-
year dance career in various contemporary dance companies throughout 

Europe. She has created works for sixty dance companies worldwide including 
Ballet Hispánico, Atlanta Ballet, Cincinnati Ballet, Compañía Nacional de Danza, 
Dutch National Ballet, Finnish National Ballet, Royal Ballet of Flanders, Ballet du 

Grand Théâtre de Genève, Göteborg Ballet, Joffrey Ballet, BJM-Danse Montréal, 
New York City Ballet, Pacific Northwest Ballet, Pennsylvania Ballet, English 

National Ballet, San Francisco Ballet and Les Grands Ballets Canadiens, to name 
a few. In 2012, her first full length work, A Streetcar Named Desire, originally 

created for the Scottish Ballet, received the Critics’ Circle National Dance Award 
for “Best Classical Choreography” and was nominated for the prestigious Olivier 

Award for Best New Dance Production the following year. Annabelle is the 
recipient of the Jacob’s Pillow Dance Award 2019.
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CLUB HAVANA
 

Choreography by 
Pedro Ruiz 

Music by 
Israel Lopez, Rubén Gonzales, A.K. Salim, Perez Prado 

and Francisco Repilado 

Costume Design by 
Emilio Sosa 

Costume Construction by 
Ghabriello Negron 

Lighting Design by 
Donald Holder

Performed by
Fatima Andere, Amir Baldwin, Antonio Cangiano, Amanda del Valle, Daryn Diaz, 

Paulo Hernandez- Farella, Cori Lewis, Dylan Dias McIntyre, Omar Rivéra, and 
Isabel Robles

Opening
Antonio Cangiano, Daryn Diaz, and Omar Rivéra with the Company

 

Caballo 
Amanda del Valle and Paulo Hernandez- Farella, 

Cori Lewis and Amir Baldwin, Isabel Robles and Dylan Dias McIntyre

Cha Cha Cha
Fatima Andere with Antonio Cangiano and Omar Rivéra

Romanza
Full Cast

Rumba, Conga
Full Cast

Pedro Ruiz is a renowned choreographer and dancer who was born and 
trained in Cuba, as well as in Venezuela. In a 21-year career with Ballet 

Hispánico as its principal dancer, Ruiz also choreographed three critically 
acclaimed ballets for the company. Clive Barnes of the New York Post said 

of Guajira, “An especially fine work of form and structure.” Jennifer Dunning 
of The New York Times gave kudos to Club Havana saying, “An explosion of 

sensuous pure dance.” And Gia Kourlas of Time Out New York glowed, “Ruiz’s 
Cecilia furthers the notion that his pieces exhibit a timelessness.” 

 
Mr. Ruiz has now set out on his own choreographing for other dance 

companies in the US and internationally. In November 2022, Pedro Ruiz 
premiered a new ballet La Estancia, which was commissioned for The New 
Jersey Philharmonic Orchestra’s 100th Anniversary Gala. Ruiz’s ballet was 
performed by The New Jersey Ballet along with two greats — cellist YoYo 

Ma and Wynton Marsalis playing at NJ PAC. Ruiz is the recipient of The 



Bessie Award, the Choo-San Goh Award, The Cuban Artist’s Fund Award and 
The Joyce Foundation Award. The FBI honored Ruiz for his Public Service 

during 2012’s Hispanic Heritage Month. Mr. Ruiz has performed at the 
White House for several presidents. In 2010, Ruiz founded The Windows 

Project—a groundbreaking cultural exchange program celebrating the art 
of dance between the U.S. and Cuba. Ruiz has been the subject of two PBS 
documentaries: Pas de Deux (part of the “In The Life” series), and Coming 
Home, a PBS documentary nominated for a New York Emmy Award. Ruiz’s 

highly successful ballet, Club Havana was featured in Lincoln Center at 
the Movies: Great American Dance. Ruiz’s celebrated poetic duet, Lasting 
Embrace, premiered in the US in July 2016 at the Dancers Responding to 

AIDS Dance Festival on Fire Island. In 2019 under the auspices of the ¡Cuba 
Aquí! Festival, the Ballet Contemporáneo de Camagűey from Cuba made 
its American debut at Hunter College’s Kaye Playhouse bringing a joyful, 

exuberant program of three dances by their Cuban-American artistic director 
Pedro Ruiz.

Ruiz is on the dance faculty of Hunter College, Marymount College, The Ailey 
School, Pace University, and Ballet Hispánico. He teaches company class for 

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater and is Resident Artist of the Arnhold 
Graduate Dance Education Program at Hunter. He has also taught master 
classes and performed throughout the United States, Europe, and Central 

and South America.

Founder
Tina Ramirez

The Company
Fatima Andere, Amir Baldwin, Leonardo Brito, Antonio Cangiano, 

Amanda del Valle, Daryn Diaz, Ana Estrada, Paulo Hernandez-Farella, 
Cori Lewis, Dylan Dias McIntyre, Adam Dario Morales, Amanda Ostuni, Omar 

Rivéra, Isabel Robles, and Isabella Vergara 

Artistic Director & CEO
Eduardo Vilaro

Artistic Associate & Rehearsal Director
Johan Rivera

Company Manager
Lauren Evans 

 
Production Director

Adrian White

Director of Costumes
Regina Rizzo

Wardrobe Supervisor
Olivia Kirschbaum

Lighting Supervisor 
Caitlin Brown 

 
Stage Manager 
Morgan Lemos 

Audio Supervisor 
Brian McCorkle



2023-2024 Season

MAJOR/MEDIA/
COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Altice Media Solutions
Michael Ardolino - Team Ardolino
           Realty Connect USA
Campolo, Middleton &
           McCormick, LLP
Danfords Hotel & Marina
Friends of Staller
Greater Long Island Media Group
Hilton Garden Inn-Stony Brook
Island Federal
Jefferson’s Ferry
JVC Broadcasting
News12
Newsday
Simons Foundation
Stony Brook Medicine
Suffolk County
Times Beacon Record
WLIW-21 / WNET New York Public Media
WSHU Public Radio
Paul W. Zuccaire Foundation

VISIONARY | $10,000+ 

Kavita & Lalit Bahl
Frances Brisbane
Irina Gulina & Sergey Butkevich
Kathleen de Riesthal
Pamela Hurst-Della Pietra &  
 Stephen Della Pietra
Miki & David Donoho
Henry & Marsha Laufer
Marcia & Mario Montoya
Jean Scarrow
Drs. Ken & Laurie Shroyer
Cary & Marisela Staller
Kim Staller & Joseph Macari 
 
SUSTAINERS | $5,000+

Rachel Bergeson & Brian Margolis
Michael J. Fox & Tracy Pollan
Leith Hill
Susan Niles McBride & Scott McBride
Guy & Elizabeth Miller
Dr. James Nicholson & Barbara Nepf
Justin Niles & Lois Niles
Stephen & Sara Niles
William Niles
Corky Pollan
Michael Pollan & Judith Belzer
Linda & Rob Roth

Lisa Schneiderman
Terry Shea
 In memory of Tina Staller
Gloria & Mark Snyder
Jan Staller & Cui Fei
Joshua D. & Jane Reid Staller
Jud & Donna Staller
Jonah & Katty Staller
Bala & Prahba Swaminathan 
Rita Taca
Liz & Bill Welsh
Jeffrey & Karen Wien 

PACESETTERS | $2,500+

Jay Bock & Mary Behling
Mary Bernero & Harvard Lyman
Evelyn Bromet
William & Alice Dawes
Dr. Patricia Dowds 
Valerie Godfrey 
 In Memory of Aaron W. Godfrey 
Ora & Bruce Heath
Alan & Susan Inkles
Lawrence Martin
Julie McGuire & Darren Sternlieb
Linda Murray
Dr. Iwao & Yoko Ojima
Lori Pollan
Dana Pollan & Mitchell Stern 
Robert & Stephanie Porcelli
Rowena Scarrow
Caitlin & Benny Shea
Dr. David & Sheila Silberhartz
Eric & Sietske Staller
Phyllis Sterne
Michael S. Wien & Miriam Shire
Donna & Stanley Zucker 
 
BENEFACTORS | $1,000+

Susan M. Birch & Robert Naaktgeboren
Stephanie Branta
Ellen Dank Cohen & Larry Leschen
Anna Marie DeLeyer
Ken A. Dill & Jolanda Schreurs
Denise & John Driscoll
Wendy & Paul Feinberg 
Jeffrey & Margaret Fischer
Marie Gelato
Fred & Suzan Goldhaber 
Dr. Yusuf Hannun 
 In Memory of Dr. Lina Obeid
Peter & Karyn Igarashi 
Elyse & Stanley Jaworski
Alicia Mullaley & John Mak
Mini Kurian & James Mammen
Carol Marburger
Nancy & Dean Marshall 
Laszlo & Gyongyi Mihaly
Irene S. Nugent 
Michael & Barbara Russell
Antoinette & Larry Sabatino
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Mark & Mona Saidens
Michael Lockhart & Linda Sanders
Roberta Seidman & John Fleagle
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Sexton
Lisa Signorelli & Thomas McDonald
Elise Frank & George Sterman
Tsirka-Frohman Family 
Jaynee & Richard Wall 

SUPPORTER | $500+
 
Bob & Linda Allen 
Stanko & Nicole Barle 
Katherine & Bob Bayer
Gary Marker & Ann Brody
Daria Carioscia
Brooke Carroll 
Philip Doesschate 
Joan DeRosa & Christine Wasko
Robert & Evelyn Ellinger
Joseph Emmi 
Mary Ficuciello
Walter & Kathy Foley
Michael & Nancy Francis
Sarah Fuller-Lessard 
Carlos and Michelle Lopes 
Pat Galaskas
Perry Goldstein & Dawn Stonebraker 
Judith Greiman & David Knishkowy
Barbara Hart
Dr. Diana Walker Kubik 
Maurer Family
Patrick & Jennifer Miller
Lewis & Karen Miller
Philip & Betsy Palmedo
Diana Podolnick
Naomi & Joel Rosenthal
Tsunis Gasparis LLP
Robert & Marianna Savoca
Yacov & Linda Shamash
Paul & Ann Sheridan
H. Mae & Gene Sprouse
Dwight & Joan Stecker
Katie Stockhammer & Joseph DeSimone
Corinne Sutter
Peter van Nieuwenhuizen  
 & Marie de Crombrugghe
Craig & Margaret Woody 

BEST FRIEND | $250+

Judith Baron Albano
Jeanette Austin & Janet Dieterich
Jean Baker
Esther Balaguer
Anthony M. Baron
Janice Barone
Marilu Basile
Janet & Bob Baylis
Harvey B. Besunder
Pat & Tom Biancaniello
Kendra Block

Barbara Boyle & Stephen Smith
Pete Bradley
Lauri Budnick & Gregg Mond
Kathy Cannarozzi
Robert Carioscia & Robyn Grufferman
Robert & Megan Creaven
Deborah Morgan & James W. Davenport
Janine & Bruce Day
Shawn Delp
Frank & Linda Derasmo
Megan & David DeSimone
Leslie Downey & Seth Mankes
Susan & Edward Ehmann
John Elias
Lee & Olga Ellis
Teresa Emerson  
 In memory of Jim Emerson
Sandra & Stephen Emmerich
Owen Evans
Fite Family
Kolb Heating + Cooling
Richard & Candice Foley
Franco P. Frantellizzi
Jonathan Freiberger & Elise Rippe
Susan & Albert Gabrielli
Kenneth & Dana Geils 
Irma & Sol Gurman
Jo-Ann & Gene Goldwasser
Bonny Golub
Howard Gordon
Barbara & Paul Grannis
David E. Grayson
Tamara Gregorian
Annette & Arthur Grollman
Ed & Karen Gross
Barbara Lee Haegele
Diana Hannan
Althea Hicks
Dennis & Vicki Hoffman
Arnold & Karen Jaffe
Barry Kahn & Vicki Goldfarb
Joan & Irwin Kirtman
Iris & Larry Kleinman
Sandra Krolik
Robert & Suzanne Kukta 
Dina Langer
Maribel Lara & Ethan Israelson
James & Mary Lemley
Alan & Arlene Lesser
Ernest & Stacey Leuci
Lida Levine & Carl Schooley
Jeffrey Levinton & Joan Miyazaki 
Lois Mignone
Adam Lindsey
Carol & Donald Lindsley
Janet & Milton Lodge
Erin Maas
Nada Makdisi
Marchand’s School of Dance
Robert & Elba Marmo
Mr. & Dr. Thomas Mattus
Joe & Lois McCarthy 
Forrest & DorisAnne McMullen
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Nancy & Lorne Mendell
Kayla Mendelsohn & Dan Stenzler
Carmen & Emilio Mendez
Sandy Menjivar
Harold & Marilyn Metcalf
Dr. Jan & Angela Miller
Farah Monzur & Rasel Rana
Ken Moran 
Jean Mueller
Jacqueline Nicoletto
Ron & Claire Ondrovic
Deborah Ostrosky
Debra Penna
Wendy & William Pollack 
Moss & Monica Rawn 
Douglas & Kristina Reedy
Robert Reuter 
 & Katherine Downs-Reuter
Paul & Deborah Richman
Tracy Robinson
Myra & Alan Rosofsky
Pranab Samanta
Kathy & Al Sapio
Sherry & Stephen Schwartz
Lisa Scott
Tamara Slobodkin
Wayne Snell
Rhoda Spinner
Bonnie & Peter Stephens
Paul & Florence Sulkin
Linda Taylor
Rabbi Joseph & Susan Remick Topek
Ellen Traiger
CriPaolo
Suzanne Velazquez
Terri Wallace
William & Dina Weisberger
Nancy & Steve Weitzman
Richard Westhoff
Frank & Judith Wieland
Eckard & Astrid Wimmer
Monica & David Winchell
Peter Winkler & Dorothea Cook
Judith & Arnold Wishnia 
Herta & Wolfgang Wulff
Zuzana Zachar 
 
DONOR | $125+ 
 
Maria K Alling
Ray Anderson  
Diana Arens
Robert Arrigon
Ivet Bahar
James Barrett
Belfor
Ethel & Richard Bronstein
Pamela Carr
Ann & Jim Tigue
Barbara Curtis
Sandra Gatten & Daniel Deutsch
Dr. Nadya Dimitrov
David & Mary Ann Donovan

Sheila Eisinger
Edward Feldman
Leslie Fishbone & Leslie Weitzner
Rabbi Adam & Eileen Fisher
Ellen & Charles Fishman
Sharon Tuthill Fohrkolb
Joan Fortgang
Fran & John Gandia
Ms. Wesam Hassanin 
Barbara Keenan
Arlene Kaufman 
Steven Kibitel
Sybil Lefferts 
Thomas & Alice Lepore
Joe Licari
Barbara & Bob Liebermann
Jeanne Mayer
Kris & Kim McCarthy
Kimm McNeil
Rachel Nilsen
Anthony V. Phillips
Lynne Roth
Carol Schmidt
Dorothy Schroeder 
Paul Schultz
Herbert & Cheryl Schwartz
Margaret M Sheehan 
Sandra & Jed Shivers 
Janet & Jeff Sklar
Carol J. Sinensky
Helene Singer 
Thomas & Mary Ellen Spota
Robert Stafford
Jeryl Stark 
Abe Trenk 
Nancy Tomes
Thora Wagner
Marilyn Weinberg 
Cathy and Joe Wynne
Ann & Charles Zehil
________________________   

Members get discounts, waived online 
ticketing fees, premium seating, early access, 
concession discounts and so much more. 
Become a member and get more today.

Join Now!
Scan here for more 
 
 
 
 
 
 

or visit  
stallercenter.com/membership

A special acknowledgement to  Campolo, 
Middleton & McCormick, LLP for their support of 
the Staller Center’s sound technology.
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